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We are grateful for a year of extraordinary volunteer efforts and community support to make outdoor experiences like hiking to this view, from the
Catskills' Overlook fire tower, possible.

As we close 2021 and look
forward to a new year, we
send our gratitude to the trail
community and all who be-
lieve in the power of nature.
Thanks to you, the Trail
Conference continues to be
an incredible force multipli-
er, recruiting and training
more than 2,500 volunteers
who care for and protect our
region’s natural areas and the
trails that provide access to
them. Our volunteers’ efforts

result in approximately $3
million in labor given to the
improvement of public lands
annually. That’s $3 million of
care given to local trails and
parks to ensure your experi-
ences outdoors are safe and
enjoyable.

In 2021, the Trail Confer-
ence celebrated a century of
providing that service to our
friends, neighbors, and all
who recreate on these lands.
The pandemic continued to
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create unprecedented cir-
cumstances and challenges
for the trails and our service
community, yet we perse-
vered. Although our head-
quarters remains closed to
the public, our programs and
operations found renewed
success in a hybrid model
of outdoor, in-person work-
shops and work trips while
continuing to leverage our
Online Learning Library and
holding virtual —meetings.

At the same time, we have
continued to see trails face
remarkably high usage with
millions of people seeking re-
spite outdoors. Despite these
challenges, our Trail Family
demonstrated resilience. We
had many great successes this
year.

You'll find these wins for
the outdoors—from conserv-
ing critical land and trail ac-
cess in New Jersey, to helping
lead efforts to stop the dread-

WHAT'S INSIDE:

ed spotted lanternfly in New
York—highlighted on pages 6
through 10. As we look back
on the 2021 successes we've
had in improving access to na-
ture, we look forward to 2022
and the ways we can use what
we have learned to become
a stronger, more impactful
organization. Whatever the
new year brings, we're excited
to continue this journey with
you, and grateful to have you
along with us.

2021 Look Back/
2022 Look Ahead
pages 6-10

Legislation in New Jersey
Aims to Curb lllegal Use
of Off-Road Vehicles

page 4

Crowdsourced or Curated?
Knowing When to Use
Different Maps and Apps
page 15

Celebrating 100 Years of
Service to Public Lands
page 2
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One Night for One Century

We are still head over boots
and buzzing from our Cen-
tennial Gala on the evening
of Oct. 16. It was well worth
the wait to celebrate a century
of service with so many of the
people who make our mission
possible.

Just a few days later, on
Oct. 19, the Trail Conference
turned 101. We never could
have made it to our second
century—let alone through
the last 20 months!—without
the generosity of people who
understand the power of con-
necting with nature. Without
people like you.

Our gala honoree, Dr. Lucy
Rockefeller Waletzky, is a shin-
ing example of the incredible
impact one person can have on

protecting the integrity and ac-
cessibility of our natural areas.
Her passion and philanthropy
for conservation efforts have
not only been a tremendous
benefit to the Trail Conference
mission; they’ve also helped
shape the future of outdoor
recreation and conservation
throughout this region.

It is thanks to this Trail Con-
ference community that mil-
lions of people throughout the
region have been able to expe-
rience the outdoors for the last
100 years. Generations more
will know the joys of nature
through our—your—contin-
ued efforts. We are moved by
nature; we are united by trails.

Thank you for being part of
such an important legacy.

Raymond H. Torrey Awardees Walt and Jane Daniels, left,
with Director of Donor Advising Don Weise and wife Kim.

Next Generation of Environmental Leadership speaker,
Executive Assistant Kathleen Bezik.
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Erik Kulleseid, left, and
gala Master of Ceremonies
Fred Osborn Ill.

Taconic Regional Commissioners and friends, from left: Edgar
Masters, Emily Saland, Fred Osborn, Henry Neal, Lucy R.
Waletzky, Arthur Gellert, Erik Kulleseid, and Linda Cooper.

Speaker Peter Dolan, Trail Conference
Trail Program Manager.

NYS Parks Commissioner Erik Kulleseid
with Gala honoree Dr. Lucy R. Waletzky.

Centennial Gala attendee gifts, including
Reflections: 100 Years of the New York-
New Jersey Trail Conference.
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and Executive Director Joshua Howard.
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FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

What Comes Next

What do you do for the en-
core to a Centennial celebra-
tion? Thats a tough question
to answer, considering the Trail
Conference has successfully
fulfilled its mission of provid-
ing access to the best system
of trails for the public for 100
years. To remain an impactful
organization, we need to grow
and evolve. There is a delicate
balance of old and new. Inno-
vative solutions are required for
new challenges; however, we
also need to remain grounded
in what has made us so suc-
cessful for the past century.

As we look forward to 2022,

I'm excited
to see our
organization
continuing
to fulfill the
promise of
empower-
ing everyone
who seeks nature to find safe,
enjoyable access through trails.
We continue to honor our past
with a strong and vibrant vol-
unteer program, which is sup-
ported and enhanced by our
growing Conservation Corps
and the service members who
make a similar commitment to
our mission.

As you read through this
edition of Trail Walker, you
will see our achievements
from the past year and our
ambitions for the year to
come. While our trail work
season may be winding down,
the staff and volunteers are
busy preparing for next year’s
projects.

That planning not only in-
cludes our work for 2022, but
also preparing the organiza-
tion as a whole to find success
in its second century. We have
begun reviewing and revising
our strategic plan; we are as-
sessing the tools and technolo-
gies we use to support our pro-
grams; and we are investing in
our volunteers with a reinvig-
orated Trail University.

Excitement is palpable from
our Conservation Dogs team

Making Great Trail
Experiences Possible

We send a hearty thanks to all
who participated in our fund-
raising events this year. Our
ability to remain steadfast in
our mission not only this year,
but for the last 100 years, is
thanks to supporters like you.

Trail-A-Thon 2021

Trail lovers everywhere enthu-
siastically took on the Trail-A-
Thon 2021 challenge to walk,
hike, run, or ride 101 miles to
help celebrate the close of the
Trail Conference’s Centennial
and our 101st birthday on Oct.
19. Over 100 Trail-A-Thoners
from five states, ages 5 to 84,
geared up to venture more
than 8,000 miles. They came
together in the spirit of what
our organization was found-
ed on: ensuring great outdoor
experiences are possible today,
tomorrow, and for generations
to come.

While ticking off those
miles, our community helped
raise nearly $29,000 to support
our mission. When we work
together as a Trail Family, any-
thing is possible. Thank you!

Trailsgiving
We asked our supporters to
be part of the global giv-

Staff Update

Welcome,
Dan and Peat

Dan Cummings, Volunteer
Engagement Associate,
grew up in Bergen County
and spent most of his child-
hood out-
doors, either
on a Boy
Scout trip

or on one of
his family’s
car trips to a national park.
After graduating from St.
Thomas Aquinas College
with degrees in psychology
and philosophy/religious
studies, he went on to work

ing movement known as
Giving Tuesday—and the
response was incredible! We

challenged our friends, part-
ners, and the greater com-
munity to show their support
during our TrailsGiving Week,
Nov. 23 through 30. With your
help, more than $20,000 was
raised. With the match from
our generous Board of Di-
rectors, over $30,000 raised
during TrailsGiving will go
toward supporting our vol-
unteers caring for your favor-
ite trails and protecting the
land you love. Thank you for
your generosity!

December Challenge: Your
Gift Is Doubled

In the spirit of the season, our
Board is extending this match-
ing period (up to $115,000)
through the end 0f 2021 to cre-

as their director of campus
ministry and volunteer ser-
vices. For the past 10 years,
Dan has helped facilitate
and organize different
volunteer opportunities for
students, including park
clean-ups, clothing drives,
social justice programs, and
human rights advocacy. Dan
loves spending time with
his wife Amanda, son Elias,
and dog Chewbacca. He is a
fan of Star Wars, D&D, and
reading anything he can get
his hands on.

Peat Blumenthal,
Conservation Dog, is an
American Field Labrador

ate our December Challenge.
Through Dec. 31, 2021, your
gift is doubled, meaning $50
automatically turns into $100.
Donate at bit.ly/tc-eoy21.

We expect the increased
usage of trails to continue in
2022. That means trails and
natural areas will need the
care and attention of even
more Trail Conference vol-
unteers and service members
to remain safe and enjoyable.
Because you value the phys-
ical, mental, and emotional
wellbeing found in nature, we
are asking for your help by
donating today. You will be
contributing to the resilien-
cy that ensures opportunities
to connect with nature are
available to everyone, both
now and in the future. Your
generosity makes a tremen-
dous difference!

born on
Christmas
Day, 2020.
He started
working
on his first
species, Scotch broom, at
only 9 months old! This
goofy, hardworking, and
ultra-motivated guy has a
long career ahead of him.
Peat is still a veritable puppy
who loves giving sloppy
kisses and doesn’t quite
know where his limbs are
just yet. In his free time,
Peat likes to solicit belly
rubs, steal socks, lick the
countertops, and of course,

play, play, play!
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To remain

an impactful
organization, we
need to grow and
evolve. There is a
delicate balance of
old and new.

Howard

P

and their successful training
of a new dog, multiplying
our ability to fight the emerg-
ing invasive species that are
threatening the lands we love.
Our outreach and education
efforts are reaching more trail
users than ever before though
our website, books and maps,
and trailhead and summit
Stewards. And I would be re-

Welcome,
New Board
Members

New Board members Sree-
ni Nair, Kalyan Ghosh, Bar-
bara Evans, and Carol Ann
Benton were appointed to
the Trail Conference Board
of Directors in November
at the Trail Conference
Annual Meeting.

Sreeni Nair lives in Mercer
County, N.J. He has been
an avid hiker all his life—
first, in the
mountains
of India,
and later
in the
States. He
got introduced to the Trail
Conference through the
Trail Conference’s group
hikes. Sreeni is also a well-
known runner in the local
community, where he has
used his running fame to
raise money for numerous
causes. Professionally, he
works for Bank of America.
Sreeni is a member of the
Trail Conference Strategic
Planning Committee.

Kalyan “Kal" Ghosh is
senior programmer/analyst
at Fisher Brothers and a
graduate of DA College in
Calcutta, India, with a de-
gree in mathematics. Kal is
an avid hiker, runner, skier,
and swimmer. He has vol-
unteered as a maintainer in
the Catskills, attended the
recent Gala, and participat-
ed on the Trail Conference
DEI committee.

Barbara Evans is associate
executive director, Insti-
tutional Advancement &
Communication, at The
City Col-
lege of New
York. She
has exten-
sive phil-
anthropic
fundraising and event
management experience,
including four years as
development officer at
Appalachian Mountain
Club. An avid hiker and

miss without recognizing the
amazing work of our trail vol-
unteers like the Long Distance
Trails Crew, who keep build-
ing amazing trails like the new
Upper Nyack Trail on Hook
Mountain.

The future of the Trail Con-
ference is just as promising
and exciting today for our new
leaders like Amy Arato, Mi-
chael Pashley, and Rich Rock-
well, as it was to Major Welch,
Raymond Torrey, and Ashton
Allis atop the Abercrombie &
Fitch building when they met
and formed the Trail Confer-
ence back in 1920. I can’t wait
to see what comes next for our
amazing organization.

Joshua Howard
Executive Director
executivedirector@nynjtc.org

trail runner, she recently
completed section-hiking
the Long Path. Barbara has
participated on the Trail
Conference Board Devel-
opment Committee.

Carol Ann Benton is

a retired public school
administrator and special
education teacher with
degrees

in special
education
from
University
of Houston
and Syracuse University.
After completing her
master’s degree, Carol Ann
obtained a certificate of
advanced studies degree in
educational administration
from Fordham University.
She is a longstanding
member of the Trail
Conference, the AMC,

the Sierra Club, ADK,
Westchester Trails, and
Tri-State Ramblers and is
an avid hiker both in the
U.S. and internationally.
Carol Ann is a member

of the Trail Conference
Nominating Committee.

Board directors Ken Pos-
ner (secretary), Sue Barbu-
to, Charlie Gadol, Deanna
Culbreath, and Mary Ann
Villari were reappointed to
3-year terms.

Additionally, the fol-
lowing individuals were
appointed to 1-year terms
serving as Delegates-at-
Large for the Trail Confer-
ence:

» Suse Bell

» Kevin Bukowski
) Daniel Chazin

) Jane Daniels

» Matt Decker

» Jack Driller

» William Gannett
» Robert Lehmann
» Deborah Padula-Genna
) James Piombino
» Anne Powley

» Kristin Reeves

» Peter Reiner

» Ron Rosen

» Ruth Rosenthal

» Eddie Saiff

» Susan Scher

» Doug Sohn

» Dave Stuhr

» Lydia Zakim
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Senator Cory Booker
Hits the (Hiking) Trail

MARY PERRO
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

We love meeting new people
on the trail. And we loved get-
ting to show off the hard work
of our volunteers and Corps
members on a hike with U.S.
Senator Cory Booker!

On a Saturday in late Sep-
tember, the United States
Senator from New Jersey met
up with Trail Conference Ex-
ecutive Director Josh How-
ard, Chief Financial Officer
Mary Perro, and volunteer
Juan Melli for a hike at Pyra-
mid Mountain Natural His-
toric Area in Morris County.
Several of Senator Booker’s

aides, family members, and
friends came along for the
walk, which featured stops at
Tripod Rock, Lucy’s Lookout,
the reservoir, and the current
worksite of our Conservation
Corps crew. It was at least one
person’s first hike!

Josh and Juan kicked off
the hike with an introduction
to the Trail Conference and
info about the park. During
the hike, our team pointed
out the impacts of climate
change on trails, spoke about
our efforts to combat spotted
lanternfly, and explained how
our projects are mostly funded
through the support of Trail
Conference members and do-
nors. The hike included a visit

with our Conservation Corps
crew working on trail im-
provements at Pyramid Moun-
tain and throughout Morris
County; that crew is generous-
ly financed by the county. The
senator was very interested in
the techniques and tools the
crew uses and how they make
decisions about where to build
trails. He was impressed with
the stone staircase the crew
had built, which was part of
the hike route, and the wild
blueberry plants they helped
to replant. Senator Booker was
very grateful for the service of
the crew’s Corps members and
volunteers.

Juan and Mary showed Sen-
ator Booker how to read blaz-

NJ Increases Fines
for lllegal ORV Use

PETER DOLAN
AND CORY TIGER
TRAIL CONFERENCE STAFF

One of the most common
causes of trail degradation in
New Jersey is the illegal use of
off-road vehicles (ORVs). New
Jersey trail systems, specifically
in Abram S. Hewitt State For-
est, Ramapo Mountain State
Forest, Norvin Green State
Forest, Long Pond Ironworks
State Park, and the Pequan-
nock Watershed, are covered in
tire marks and deep ruts from
ORVs, namely Jeeps, dirt bikes,
and all-terrain vehicles (AT Vs).

Recreational use of ORVs
on state land is prohibited due
to safety risks and the nuisance
posed to legal trail users, as
well as the significant impacts
made on ecosystems and trails.
Motorized vehicles are too fast,
loud, and large to safely share
the trail with other users. They
disrupt natural habitats and se-
verely erode trail tread.

For our volunteers, the great-
est frustration of all is the in-
significant impact the existing
restrictions have on the occur-
rence of illegal use of ORV's on
trails. Trail Conference volun-
teers spend countless hours
building and maintaining trails
but feel at a loss when it comes
to ATV/ORV damage. Nick
McKenna, the Trail Chair for
Farny, Wawayanda, and the
Pequannock Watershed, states,
“volunteers often find them-
selves discovering, for example,
that what was once a peaceful
narrow trail through a moun-
tain laurel thicket has sudden-
ly become a mud pit: difficult
to walk through and a scar on
the landscape. And it feels like
ORV damage to our trails is in-
creasing year after year. It's easy
for a volunteer to feel discour-

VYNNIMIN MOIN

Unlawful ORV use causes significant damage to trails,
often leaving volunteer maintainers feeling discouraged.

aged and powerless to do any-
thing about it”

For almost two decades,
Pinelands Preservation Al-
liance, the Trail Conference,
New Jersey Conservation
Foundation, and other part-
ners have advocated for chang-
es in fines, laws, and enforce-
ment of illegal ORV activity on
public lands. In 2009, legisla-
tion passed that increased fines
and penalties for this illegal ac-
tivity. However, the fines were
kept at a mere $74 per offense.
Fortunately, our continued ef-
forts to push the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) and the New
Jersey Attorney General’s office
(DAG) to implement require-
ments of the 2009 law are start-

ing to pay off.

Recently, Aaron Kleinbaum,
Assistant Attorney General,
notified Pinelands Preservation
Alliance that the Administra-
tive Office of the Court updat-
ed the Statewide Violations Bu-
reau Schedule. As of July 2021,
the NJ Judiciary advised “Op-
erate/dirt bike, all terrain, off
road vehicle on state property,
payable amount changed from
$74 to $274” Issues around en-
forcement and education are
still present; however, promises
made by DEP Commissioner
Shawn LaTourette for tougher
penalties, a permitting system,
and new regulations indicates
that the concerns of advocate
and conservation groups are
being heard.

Senator Cory Booker learned about the Trail Conference on
a hike with staff executives Mary Perro and Josh Howard.

es, and Juan told him about the
techniques he uses to touch
up any blazes in need of care.
The team shared our efforts to
reblaze trails at several parks
in New Jersey to create better
loop hike options and positive
hiker experiences. They also
spoke about our Trail Stew-
ards and Leave No Trace ef-
forts—fortunately, they didn’t
pass too much trash!

At the end, the senator

Seasonal Road
Closures in
Harriman-Bear
Mountain

Seasonal road closures in
Harriman-Bear Mountain
state parks went into effect
on Dec. 1. The affected
roads are expected to re-
open on April 1. Arden Val-
ley Road will remain open
this year. Due to bridge
repairs, Elk Pen Hikers Lot
will continue to be accessi-
ble from the Tiorati Traffic
Circle only. There is no thru
traffic to/from Rt. 17. For
more details and a full list
of closures affecting trails
in our region, visit our Trail
Alerts page: nynjtc.org/
news-center/trail-alerts.

NYS Birding
Trail Takes
Flight

In October, the New

York State Department

of Environmental
Conservation launched

the NYS Birding Trail

to highlight world-class
birding opportunities across
the state. Though not a
physical trail, the Birding
Trail provides information
on places to find birds
amid beautiful natural
settings across New York.
This network of promoted
birding locations can be
accessed by car or public
transportation. Learn more
at bit.ly/nysbirdtrail.

Essex-Hudson
Greenway
Receives $65M
Commitment

In November, New

Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy
committed to funding the
$65 million land purchase

handed out vegan treats for
everyone to enjoy. He said he
would love to go out hiking
again; our team gave him a
map, a copy of Trail Walker,
and more information about
our organization. Everyone
was super friendly and had a
great time.

Our sincere thanks to Sen-
ator Booker, his staff, family,
and friends for taking the time
to share a hike with us!

required to build a rail trail
connecting Hudson and
Essex counties. The Essex-
Hudson Greenway will
repurpose a nearly 9-mile
portion of NJ Transit’s old
Boonton Line into New
Jersey’s newest state park.
The rail trail will become
a walkable and bikeable
route from Jersey City to
Montclair.

Mark Your
Calendars for
A.T. Vista

The Trail Conference will
host the 4-day, in-person
A.T. Vista Aug. 5-8, 2022,
at State University of New
York (SUNY) in New Paltz.
The program will offer hik-
ing, learning opportunities,
and excursions to explore
the area, just as traditional-
ly done in the former A.T.
Biennial programs.

Visit atvista.org for in-
formation and to sign up for
the monthly newsletter. We
are currently seeking hike
leaders and other volunteers
for workshops, excursions,
and overall assistance for
the event. Sign up at atvista.
org or email atvistainfo@
gmail.com with questions.

Go Digital
With Your
Trail Walker
Subscription

We know that many of our
supporters love receiving
their quarterly issue of Trail
Walker in the mail. We

also know that many of our
members and volunteers
have “gone digital” and pre-
fer to receive their updates
from us digitally. If you
would like to stop receiv-
ing mailed copies of Trail
Walker, please let us know
by emailing tw@nynjtc.org.
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Exploring the
Outdoors and
New Opportunities

ONOME OFOMAN
CONSERVATION CORPS
TRAIL CREW MEMBER

Every Christmas before I
turned 10, my parents would
load up the car and drive my
sisters and I 400 km (about
250 miles) from Lagos to our
village in Edo state to visit
our grandparents. We drove
through the tropical rainforest
dotted with red sand anthills
and thick bush as far as the
eyes could see. My sisters and I
never stopped to explore these
forests because there were no
marked trails. Instead, our
minds (and parents) filled in
the gaps, positioning the forest
as a place housing dangerous
creatures. As a young child, in-
herited fear and inaccessibility
held me back from exploring
the world.

After many years of solo
backpacking outside Nigeria,
including more than a few bear
encounters, fear of wild ani-
mals no longer holds me back
from exploring. Instead, I am
held back from exploring Ni-
geria by my fear of humans:
humans coerced into crime
due to unemployment; humans
laying in ambush on deserted
roads and forests to kidnap

people for ransom; humans
that turn violent at a moment’s
notice when in the presence of
a solo female traveler. I was re-
minded of this insecurity when
I moved back to Nigeria in
2019, and I saw it get worse af-
ter the economy was decimat-
ed following the COVID-19
pandemic. Initially, the insecu-
rity did not stop me from stay-
ing active outdoors. I ran daily
along the Lekki-Ikoyi bridge,
and went on monthly hiking
trips, notably Mt Cameroon,
Chappal Waddi (the highest
point in Nigeria), making sure
to only go to places where I felt
comfortable. A grueling work
schedule stopped me from ex-
ploring, and by the time I got
my work schedule back to a
reasonable 40 hours per week,
security had gotten so dire
that my parents cautioned me
against hiking.

I realized how important
physical activity and time in
nature is to me when I couldn’t
go hiking anymore, and so
I started looking for oppor-
tunities outside Nigeria to
work outdoors. I found the
Trail Conference Conserva-
tion Corps through a Google
search and spoke with manag-
ers Tori Finn and Ben Sugar.

Conservation
Dogs Featured
in New Film

Uninvited: The Spread of In-
vasive Species is an exciting
and informative 55-minute
film by Westfield Produc-
tion Company—and it stars
some familiar faces! The
documentary introduces the
concept of invasive species
and highlights some of the
species threatening New
York’s environment and
economy, while also show-
ing innovative ways that
New York State is combating

these threats—including
our Conservation Dogs
team. Uninvited features
the collaborative work of
the New York State (NYS)
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation and
its partners, including NYS
Department of Agricul-
ture & Markets, the eight
Partnerships for Regional
Invasive Species Manage-
ment (PRISMs, including
the Lower Hudson PRISM

YOU DRIVE. WE DONATE.

When Trail Conference members take delivery

of any new Subaru, Hyundai, KIA, or Genesis
between November 18th and January 3rd, the
NY-NJ Trail Conference will receive $250*!

Raise Your Expectations
www.libertycarsnj.com

“Liberty Subaru customers must choose NY-NJ Trail Conference from a list of “Share the Love” charities. Liberty Hyundai, Liberty KIA, and Genesis of Mahwah customers
must present NYNJTC membership card at time of purchase or lease. This offer is valid only at Liberty dealerships.

D &

SUBARU

LIBERTY SUBARU
55 KINDERKAMACK RD
EMERSON, NJ 07630

201.261.0900

HYUNDAI

LIBERTY HYUNDAI
305 ROUTE 17 NORTH
MAHWAH, NJ 07430

201.529.2400

Six months, 100 constructed
staircases, and 300-plus miles
of hiking later, I can say that
I've rekindled my connection
with nature. I said yes to many
new experiences and let fear
take the backseat: I learned to
drive on the highway, bought
and sold my first car, hiked in
the dark to catch phenomenal
sunrises on Mt. Beacon, tagged
along on impromptu birding
adventures in Constitution
Marsh, and made many new
friends in the process. I redis-
covered the therapeutic capa-
bilities of green spaces while
noting that activities like these
were not as accessible back
home. Perhaps that is why I
welcomed each new outdoor
activity with open arms—by
virtue of being in the US,, I
was privileged to access these
spaces and I vowed to never
take this privilege for granted.

One of the most important
things I learned this summer
from Dr. Dick, a veteran and
wilderness first aid instructor,
is to never let fear stop you
from doing what you love.
From the fear of leaving a sta-
ble job to the fear of moving
away from my community and
driving on the highway—I had
to tackle all of these to fully ac-

managed by the Trail Con-
ference), New York State
Invasive Species Research
Institute, and more. Our
Ecological Stewardship team
participated in screenings
and Q&A sessions over the
fall; you can watch the film
anytime for free at bit.ly/
tc-udoc.

LIBERTY KIA
815 ROUTE 17 SOUTH
RAMSEY, NJ 07446
201.818.8995

OF MAHWAH
305 ROUTE 17 NORTH
MAHWAH, NJ 07430

201.529.2400

cess the outdoor spaces in the
New York-New Jersey region.
In the process, a whole new
world in ecological conserva-
tion has opened up to me.

So, what’s next? Id like to
lean into this newfound inter-
est and learn about how land
trusts can be used to create ac-
cessible state parks in Nigeria.

Liberty
Shares
the Love

Plans to buy or lease a new
car? During Subaru of
America’s annual Share the
Love event, Liberty Subaru
in Emerson, N.J., has once
again named the Trail Con-
ference as their Hometown
Charity. At Liberty Subaru
now through Jan. 3, 2022, for
every new vehicle purchased
or leased, Subaru will donate
$250 to the charity designated
by each buyer/lessee. Make
sure to choose the Trail Con-
ference and make a positive
impact on the trails and land
you'll be exploring via your
new ride.

Sweetening the deal, the
Liberty Family of Dealerships

I believe that everyone who
seeks the outdoors should have
the opportunity to connect
with nature, and for those who
don’t seek nature yet, nature
should be brought to them.
This might sound like a pipe
dream, but as I learned this
summer, anything is possible
once you let go of fear.

has decided to “share the love”
at Liberty Hyundai & Gene-
sis in Mahwah, and Liberty
Kia in Ramsey as well. Just
show your membership

card when buying or leas-

ing through Jan. 3, 2022, and
they’ll donate $250 to the Trail
Conference, too.

Don't forget that Trail Con-
ference members get special
pricing on Subaru, Hyundai,
Kia, and Genesis vehicles at
the Liberty Family of Dealer-
ships. This offer applies to the
purchase of any new vehicle
at any of the four Liberty
franchises, except for special
edition or low availability
vehicles. The Liberty discount
entitles Trail Conference
members in good standing
to purchase the vehicle they
choose (subject to the previ-
ously mentioned restrictions)
at a special price. Our thanks
to Liberty and everyone who
chooses to support the Trail
Conference mission!

NNI4 140L
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ELSY GIL

TRAIL CONFERENCE

2021 LOOK BACK,

2022 LOOK AHEAD

RECRUITMENT

This season, we put an
emphasis on volunteer
leader recruitment and
onboarding. So far, 21
new leaders (15 Trail
Supervisors, five Trail
Chairs, and one ISF Crew
Leader) were placed and
received an individualized
onboarding. Previous years
saw the following number
of new leaders placed:
2020: 11 new leaders
2019: 11 new leaders
2018: 10 new leaders
Note: The numbers reflect
individuals placed, including
co-leaders, not regions filled.
We also recruited and
trained 54 new Invasives
Strike Force Surveyors, 265
Trail Maintainers, six Trail
Stewards, five Appalachian
Trail Corridor Monitors,
and five Shelter Caretakers.

Workshop with Hike and
Draw NYC and Adven-
ture Untamed.

TRAINING (DIGITAL
AND IN-PERSON)

Our volunteers, Corps, and
staff held 43 live workshops
to train volunteers in 2021.
Additionally, we continued
to leverage on-demand
digital content in 2021 to
train new volunteers. So far,
we have trained 147 Trail
Maintainers with our pre-
recorded Trail Maintenance
Workshop.

NEW INITIATIVES

We launched a successful
new initiative this season
to deploy Corps crews

to fulfill volunteer leader
projects. Six volunteer
leaders had one or two
Corps crews come out to
help execute projects—
from removing invasives
to building stone stairs to
installing water bars. The
feedback we received was
all positive, including:

» “This program allowed
us to address longstanding
water problems on one of
our trails, which we have
previously been unable to
find a crew to address.”

» “We are grateful for the
exceptional work they did.
They exceeded our expec-
tations by helping us clear
a 5,000-square foot section
of trail of Japanese barberry
and multiflora rose. And,
they said they enjoyed it!”

» “Today was a huge suc-
cess! I wish all my workdays

were as productive as today””

Online reporting for
individual trail volunteers
entered a trial phase in No-
vember, which is expected
to run through mid-April.
Five supervisor regions
and one corridor manager
region were selected to
participate in the trial. The
goal is to have a full launch
in July 2022.

Volunteers of the East Hudson RTC (Regional Trails
Council) gathered for a picnic.

AIHVA Y3IHLV3IH
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The volunteers of the Trail Tramps made significant improvements along the Briarcliff
Peekskill Trail in New York's Westchester County thanks to the support of a donor.

Trail Tramps Take
the BPT Back
Into the Woods

MARILYN BLAHO
TRAIL TRAMPS CREW MEMBER

In 2020, before the COVID-19
pandemic began, hiker Mark
Perreault walked the Briarcliff
Peekskill Trail in New YorK’s
Westchester County and be-
came concerned about the
trail’s need for extensive revi-
talization. He then contacted
the Trail Conference and the
county. Connie Stern and Mi-
chael Pashley, volunteer crew
leaders of the Trail Tramps,
sent him their proposal for
upgrading the BPT to Trail
Conference standards. Mark
generously offered to finance
its many major improvements.
The BPT, a 12-mile linear
route from Ryder Road in Os-
sining to Blue Mountain Res-
ervation in Peekskill, was once
earmarked as a major high-
way, then spared by Westches-
ter County when it was desig-
nated a hiking path. The major
problem for the midway sec-
tion at Mt. Airy Road East in
Cortlandt is that it led hikers
onto a busy road. It had to be
brought back into the woods.
Over time, flooding and
undergrowth had destroyed
the original tread. Moving
uphill was the best solution
for a new trail. The donor’s

support would enable these
major changes, including new
boardwalk over wet muddy
terrain.

After gaining approval and
assistance from Westchester
County Parks Division, Mi-
chael and Connie engineered
a new track and planned a
work schedule for the Trail
Tramps, who regularly meet
on Wednesday mornings.
With the new funds in hand,
measurements were taken, a
path was laid out, lumber was
ordered and delivered, and the
Trail Tramps hauled it a quar-
ter mile to the work area.

“We knew we had to ele-
vate the boardwalk to clear
the existing wet conditions,”

The Trail Tramps

are: Mary Ayers,
Marilyn Blaho, Gail
Blumenfeld, Rose
Bonanno, Jane Daniels,
Walt Daniels, Stuart
Faust, Bob Gurian,

Phil Heidelberger,
Dave Margulies, Helen
Pashley, Martha
Rabson, Fred Stern,
and Steven Russ, led
by crew leaders Connie
Stern and Michael
Pashley.

Michael says. After removing
fallen trees, the crew, often
deep in mud, built 140 feet
of boardwalk spanning tree
roots, rocks, and streaming
water. “When each 8-foot sec-
tion was assembled, builders
cheered as more wet, muddy
ground was covered,” Connie
says. From the project’s start
in September 2021 to comple-
tion on November 3, the Trail
Tramps logged over 320 hours
on this project.

Were it not for Mark’s gen-
erous support, hikers would
still be on the road dodging
traffic. Now there is a serene
woodland boardwalk which
retains the forested landscape
and provides safe, dry passage.

The Trail Tramps have taken
great care in restoring the Bri-
arcliff Peekskill Trail. To date,
they have blazed, removed
fallen tree blockages, built
and repaired over 300 feet of
boardwalk and puncheon, re-
routed tread from impassable
wet areas, and cleared debris
and invasives up and down the
trail. Future plans for the BPT
include building addition-
al boardwalk through boggy
stretches, further relocations
to avoid road sections, the up-
dating of kiosks and website
information, and continued
trail maintenance.
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NEW YORK
CATSKILLS

Volunteers rebuilt the
floor of the Baldwin
Memorial Lean-to.

» Baldwin Memorial Lean-to
improvements: In addition
to rebuilding the lean-to
floor, the shelter’s accompa-
nying privy, which had fallen
into disarray over the past
few years, was also rehabbed.

ments: The bridge crossing
the Ramapo River on the
Nurian Trail had become
very dangerous after most of
the planks had rotted away.
The West Hudson South
Trail Crew completed a proj-
ect this summer to replace
the many broken planks on
the bridge to ensure a safe
crossing for hikers.

HARRIMAN CONSERVA-
TION CORPS CREW

The 2021 TCCC Harriman
Crew focused their efforts
this year on restoration work
on Harriman’s Ramapo-
Dunderberg and Triangle
trails. The Ramapo-
Dunderberg Trail is very
popular with hikers and
backpackers, in part due to
the trailhead’s proximity to
the Tuxedo train station; this
trail is also 100 years old and
the first-ever built trail in
Harriman. It was in defi-
nite need of improvements.

The Long Distance Trails
Crew installed 351 stone
steps, built 2,537 square feet
of crib wall, and constructed
3,775 feet of sidehilled trail
to complete the project.

HUDSON HIGHLANDS
STATE PARK
PRESERVE

The Taconic Crew worked
on projects on high-
traffic trails this season.

TACONIC CONSERVATION
CORPS CREW

The 2021 TCCC Taconic
Crew worked on multiple

Volunteers worked on improving the Wolf Brook

crossing in the Neversink River Unique Area.

MINNEWASKA STATE
PARK PRESERVE

The Mossy Glen Trail is his-
torically wet and has several
drainage issues. The Hudson
Nor’westers Trail Crew spent
much of the 2021 season
making improvements to
the trail, including step-
ping stones, water bars, and
treadway enhancements in
wet areas.

preciated the help and said,
“It really can't be overstated
how useful the eager hands
of a volunteer can be. Thanks
to those who turned out for
us!

The crew faced some chal-
lenges, including a stretch
of oppressively hot weather.
Despite the setbacks, the
crew kept their morale high
and made excellent progress
on the trail this year. When

Long-time Trail Conference The beginning section was projects in Hudson High- fully opened, the loop is sure
shelter caretaker, Eric Fried- braided with social trails due lands State Park Preserve. NEVERSINK RIVER to be an enjoyable option
man, in coordination with to sections of rock staircases The crew completed the UNIQUE AREA for hikers and the mountain

the DEC, stepped into action
using his years of carpentry
experience to bring the privy
back to working condition.
With support from Trail
Conference staff, Eric rallied
the help of a group of volun-
teers, along with staff and in-
terns from DEC, to carry in
approximately 280 pounds of
materials, tools, and supplies
for a four-day work trip. Al-
though Eric camped out in

becoming unusable. Before
this season’s improvements,
this section of trail had
flooded significantly, even
with light rain.

Most notably, the crew
completed the welcoming
new stairway at the entrance
to the Ramapo-Dunderberg
Trail. Improvements on the
Triangle Trail included in-
stalling waterbars to improve
drainage, setting stone stairs,

Washburn Trail reroute,
which concluded 2 years of
work by the Trail Conference
Conservation Corps. This
project involved substantial
trail improvements along

a one-third mile stretch of
trail leading up from the old
quarry to the Cold Spring
overlook. This section of
trail had become extremely
eroded with poor trail tread
definition in part due to very

The Wolf Brook bridge in
the Neversink River Unique
Area had been in need of
repairs. It is essential in wet
seasons for access to the Blue
Trail East. Trail Supervisor
Lou Baldanza, with help
from other volunteers, led a
work trip to repair the bridge
and improve access to the
trails south of the brook.

biking community.
Highlights:

» 0.4 miles total trail im-
proved (McKeags Connector
and McKeags Meadow Loop)
» 1,981 linear feet of trail
rerouted

» 165 linear feet of stone
turnpike

» 55 square feet of crib wall

» 5 drainage structures con-
structed

the lean-to for the full trip, and setting stepping stones high traffic volumes. STERLING FOREST TACONIC STATE

new volunteers hiked up to across a river. Many improvements were STATE PARK PARK

the site every day to help get Highlights: made on the Wilkinson Me-

the job done. o 1.4 miles total trail im- morial Trail, which included PALISADES CONSERVA- » The Bash Bish Trail Crew,
» Biscuit Brook privy rehab proved (Triangle and closing 212 feet of social trail, =~ TION CORPS CREW led by Crew Leader Andrew

and relocation
» Echo Lake Lean-to fire-

Ramapo-Dunderberg trails)
+ 200 linear feet trail

installing drainage features
along the trail, and repairing

The 2021 Palisades Crew
consisted of four TCCC

Seirup, recently completed
several projects over the

place rebuild rerouted and building multiple stair- members working in Sterling ~ course of 3 years to tackle

» Willowemoc Wild Forest * 46 new stone stairs cases, stepping stones, head Forest State Park along the issues and improve the expe-

trail improvements installed wall, and new tread surfaces. McKeags Meadow Loop and rience for users on the Cedar
o 24 stone stairs repaired/ The Taconic Crew also McKeags Connector trails. Brook Trail.

FAHNESTOCK STATE improved completed the Undercliff Significant work has been » Quarry Trail Improve-

PARK

» Restoring access to the
Perkins Trail: Following
heavy rainstorms, the bridge
near Glenwood Road on the
Perkins Trail in Fahnestock
State Park was washed out.
The stream was nearly im-
possible to cross during high
water. To fix the crossing
and regain access to trails

in this area of the park,
volunteer Trail Supervisor
John Magerlein led a group
of volunteers and members
of park staff to place very
large stepping stones in the
stream.

» New Oscawana Ridge
Trail: In August, a Trail
Conference volunteer crew
completed the new Oscawa-
na Ridge Trail in the south-

o 11 step stones installed

« 7.5 square feet stone crib
wall constructed

« 12 drainage structures
constructed or restored

o 250 feet of trail renatural-
ized

Harriman State Park,
Ramapo-Dunderberg
entrance steps

HOOK MOUNTAIN/
NYACK BEACH

IMSModaNnz a3

Trail reroute, which Crew
Leader Snowden Jones called
“one of the most difficult but
exciting projects this season”
The goal of this 4-year project
is to connect the Underclift
Trail to the Breakneck Ridge
Trail, giving hikers an option
to take a shorter loop around
Breakneck instead of con-
tinuing on the final stretch of
the challenging scramble.
The crew faced some
challenges, including Hurri-
canes Ida and Henri stalling
work due to muddy condi-
tions making it difficult to set
stone stairs. Nevertheless, the
crew achieved their goal of
completing two trail projects
before the end of the season.
Highlights:
» 0.7 miles total trail im-
proved (Wilkinson Memorial

ern part of the park near and Undercliff)
Oscawana Lake. The 2-mile USRS » 110 linear feet of trail
trail, which permits only » Upper Nyack Trail con- rerouted

foot traffic, may be reached
by parking at the north end
of Bell Hollow Road where it
enters the park.

HARRIMAN STATE
PARK

» Nurian Trail improve-

struction: The new and
improved Upper Nyack Trail
was opened to the public in
June. Though less than a mile
in length, the technical work
required to build a safe, sus-
tainable route through such
challenging conditions took
almost 2 years to complete.

» 61 stone steps installed

» 4 stone steps repaired

) 3 stepping stones installed

» 32 square feet retaining wall
constructed

» 13 drainage structures con-
structed or restored

» 875 feet of trail renatural-
ized

put into building a network
of multi-use trails in this
park over the past few years;
this year’s crew contribut-
ed to the efforts. The crew
improved 0.4 miles of these
trails with 165 linear feet of
stone turnpike, 55 square
feet of crib wall, and the
construction of five drainage
structures.

The Palisades Crew had a
robust group of volunteers,
which included several
friendly returnees who
proved to be essential to the
project’s progress. Palisades
Crew Leader Bob Delap ap-

ments: The Bash Bish Trail
Crew worked on rerouting
and improving a particularly
eroded and steep section of
the challenging Quarry Trail
in Taconic State Park. The
crew worked to install stone
steps and create a more sus-
tainable reroute of the trail
around a challenging rock
scramble.

WESTCHESTER
COUNTY

The Trail Tramps continue to
work on the Briarcliff Peek-
skill Trail (see page 6).

Volunteers of the Bash Bish Trail Crew tackled a
reroute of the Quarry Trail in Taconic State Park.
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ABRAM S. HEWITT
STATE FOREST

Relocated the intersection
of the Ernest Walter and
State Line trails to allow the
Ernest Walker to follow a
more sustainable route and
to improve hiker navigation.

FARNY STATE PARK

» Relocated the start of the
Winnebago Trail to reduce
instances of lost hikers en-
tering a neighboring Scout
camp.

» Extended the red-blazed
Durham Trail. It now ends
at the blue-blazed Splitrock
Loop Trail.

» Adopted the Orange Trail
at the north end of Splitrock
Reservoir. This trail offers
scenic views and facilitates
loop hikes.

HIGH POINT STATE
PARK

P Iris Trail bridge repair

» West Jersey Trail Crew
rerouted a section of the
Mashipacong Trail from a
badly eroded road drain to a
more sustainable, walkable
alignment.

JENNY JUMP STATE
FOREST

The West Jersey Trail Crew
created a new extension to
the Orchard Trail, facilitat-
ing its role in the new Solar
Walk recently installed in
the park by the adjacent

amateur astronomy club.

MORRISTOWN
NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK

Volnteer leaders Bob
Jonas and Estelle Ander-
son created a roving trail
crew dubbed the Clipping
Brigade. They tackle the
parK’s trails most in need
of care at any given time.
As of September, the crew
had already gone out on
nine work trips to address
invasive plant overgrowth
encroaching on the trails.

MORRIS COUNTY

Pyramid Mountain
Natural Historic Area:

» Reconfigured trails in all
three sections of the park to
prevent hikers from wan-
dering into neighboring
housing developments far
from the parking lots. To
keep visitors on the trails,
two loops in the Turkey Mt.
and Pyramid Mt. sections
were created by connecting
existing trails, accomplished
over one week in March.

» An Eagle Scout installed
signs throughout the park
with improved directions
to popular features and the
main parking lot on Boon-
ton Avenue.

» Volunteer trail maintainers
have helped keep up with
crowds of visitors—many

The Morris Conservation Corps Crew enjoyed the

help of volunteers on several projects this year.

novice hikers—which has
been a goal of both the park
commission and the Trail
Conference.

MORRIS CONSERVATION
CORPS CREW

The 2021 TCCC Mor-

ris Crew worked on trail
improvement projects in
multiple Morris County
parks. The crew worked on
the Green Trail in Lewis
Morris County Park in Mor-
ristown and the Blue Trail in
Pyramid Mountain Natural
Historic Area in Montville.

The goal of the Lew-
is Morris project was to
reroute a section of the
Green Trail that had several
problems. Issues included
erosion damage due to steep
trail grades and trail braid-
ing as a result of the tread
not properly providing a
durable and defined surface
for users. In this case, the
problems of the original
trail were too extensive to
mitigate. Rerouting the trail
was the best solution.

The scope of the Pyramid
Mountain project was to
reroute sections of the Blue
Trail that are suffering from
issues like erosion, unde-
fined tread, braiding, and
hard-to-navigate sections of
boulder scramble. Our crew
is constructing a reroute of
the Blue Trail that will con-
nect from the Orange Trail
on the southwest end of the
mountain to the Yellow-Dot
and Blue-Dot trails, getting
hikers to an overlook and
near points of interest such
as Tripod Rock.

The crew has been
grateful to have an enthusi-
astic volunteer participate
in work days. Throughout
the season, this crew was
met with challenges that
interfered with the goal of
completing the reroute by
the end of the season. They
remained hard-working.
Though they were down a
crew member beginning
mid-July and their crew
leader faced an injury to-
ward the end of the season,
the crew nearly completed
the reroute, which next
season’s Corps members will
take on to complete.
Highlights:

» 0.75 miles of trail im-
proved (Lewis Morris:
Green Trail; Pyramid
Mountain: Blue Trail)

» 3,944 linear feet of trail
rerouted

» 30 stone steps constructed
» 21 square feet stone retain-
ing wall constructed

» 19 linear feet of turnpike
built

» 2 drainage structures
installed

) 125 linear feet of trail
closed/renaturalized

NORVIN GREEN
STATE FOREST

MEVO Trail Crew rerout-
ed over 700 feet of trail to
improve the hiking expe-
rience and sustainability
of the recently blazed Lake
Sonoma Loop.

RAMAPO VALLEY
COUNTY
RESERVATION

MEVO Trail Crew improved
the popular Reservoir Loop
by elevating a 60-foot section
of trail tread above a peren-
nial wet area. This involved
creating a variety of techni-
cal trail structures—includ-
ing a retaining wall, drainage
lenses, and cross drains.

STOKES STATE
FOREST

» West Jersey Trail Crew
installed two larger stone-
step stream crossings on the
Deep Root Trail.

P West Jersey Trail Crew
installed step stones along
the Stony Brook Trail.

SWARTSWOOD
STATE PARK

West Jersey Trail Crew in-
stalled a cribbed timber stair-
case on the Grist Mill Trail.

WAWAYANDA STATE
PARK

» Relocated the intersection
of the Terrace Pond Red and
Terrace Pond North trails
due to beaver dam flooding.
» The West Jersey Trail

Crew replaced a missing
puncheon “bridge” on the
Appalachian Trail near Long
House Drive.

» In partnership with the
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) and Appalachian
Trail Conservancy (ATC),
the Trail Conference spear-
headed the revitalization of
kiosk signage along the Ap-
palachian Trail at the popu-
lar Pochuck Boardwalk.

WILDCAT RIDGE
WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA

Jersey Off Road Bicycle
Association (JORBA) and
the Trail Conference collab-
orated on a much-needed
bridge replacement on the
Splitrock Loop Trail.

Conservation Corps Trail
Stewards also help with
trail maintenance.

TRAIL STEWARD
PROGRAM

For nearly a decade, the
Trail Conference has joined
with land managers and
local partners to provide
training, management, and
oversight to several Trail
Steward programs at multi-
ple trailheads and summits
in New Jersey and New
York. Trail Stewards help
to protect the trails, the en-
vironment, and the visitor
experience and promote
local communities—a vital
job in 2021 as more people
than ever before began to
explore trails throughout
the region.

VOLUNTEER
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Trail Conference Volunteer
Stewards and Stewards
working for other envi-
ronmental organizations
trained by the Trail Con-
ference provided Steward
presence in Hudson High-
lands State Park Preserve,
Fahnestock State Park,

the Ashokan Rail Trail,
and several NJ DEP parks.
The visitor count at the
Ashokan Rail Trail from
January to October was
more than 200,000 people.

CONSERVATION CORPS
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The Trail Conference Con-
servation Corps Trail Stew-
ard program trained 18
AmeriCorps members to
serve in the Hudson Valley
and the Catskills in 2021.
Locations included Hud-
son Highlands State Park
Preserve, Fahnestock State

Park, the Appalachian Trail
at Bear Mountain State
Park, the Croton Gorge
Unique Area at the Old
Croton Aqueduct, Minne-
waska State Park Preserve,
the Sam’s Point area of
Minnewaska, and several
summits in the Catskills.
From May to October,
Corps Stewards engaged
over 50,000 trail users.
They are key in protecting
the ecological integrity of
these special places being
threatened by issues such
as misuse and high usage.

Trail Stewards were sta-
tioned at several loca-
tions in the Catskills.

PUBLICATIONS

The third edition of Walk-
able Westchester, the
completely revised and im-
proved guide to more than
225 parks and 635 miles of
trails in Westchester Coun-
ty, was a record-breaking
hit after arriving in early
2021. So was the eighth
edition of our Delaware
Water Gap & Kittatinny
Trails map set, which cov-
ers more than 325 miles of
trails along the Kittatinny
Ridge and adjacent Dela-
ware River in three states.

The much-anticipated
new Northern New Jersey
Highlands Trails maps ar-
rived in December in print
and digital Avenza Maps
app formats. Additionally,
Reflections, the 100th
anniversary book recount-
ing the Trail Conference’s
first century of service,
was published in time for
our Centennial Gala. Read
more about both publica-
tions and how to get your
copies on page 16.

Trail Steward Lily Gelfars provided information and
directions to hikers at Bear Mountain.

d31NHS NIHd31S



nynjtc.org

TRAIL WALKER ¢ NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY TRAIL CONFERENCE

Winter 2022 | 9

ECOLOGICAL STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

VOLUNTEER
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

TRAINING AND
EDUCATION RESOURCES
Our Ecological Stewardship
team created 30 new edu-
cational videos that have
received over 21,000 views
on YouTube for an additional
2,000 hours of viewed content
by our volunteers this year.
Our Ecological Steward-

ship team also presented 42
informational webinars and
led guided invasives walks

to educate the public about
invasive species. These events
were attended by over 1,900
participants.

SURVEY EFFORTS

The Invasives Strike Force
Plant Survey season officially
wrapped up at the end of Oc-
tober and the final numbers
are incredible! This year, we
had 149 volunteers dedicate
over 1,700 hours to searching
for and reporting invasive
plants along 142 trail sections
in our region’s natural areas.
Altogether, this included
greater than 240 miles of trail
surveyed: approximately the
distance between New York
City and Washington, D.C.!
These hours and committed
efforts are on par with the
record-breaking production of
the 2020 survey season.

SPOTTED LANTERNFLY
Our Ecological Stewardship
team, together with our ded-
icated community partners,
agencies, and volunteers, have
continued in earnest with our
Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) early
detection and rapid response
efforts. Our all-new Spot the
Spotted Lanternfly program
engaged 134 volunteers who
dedicated over 850 hours to
surveying for spotted lan-
ternfly adults and egg masses
across 289 distinct survey
locations in the Lower Hudson
Valley and northern New
Jersey. We also led 12 SLF-
specific workdays that engaged

Improvements Continue at

NANCY KRAUSE
CONSERVATION CORPS
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

What a difference a year can
make! The Welch Trail Edu-
cation Center (WTEC) is blos-
soming into a seasonal home
for our Conservation Corps
members and a budding en-
vironmental center. With the
COVID-19 vaccine came the
help of volunteers that made
all the difference. Last year, it
was only my father, husband,
and two sons pitching in. This
year, it was them plus four
weekday volunteers and sever-
al weekend volunteers.

All windows are repaired
and refinished in the kitchen.
More windows were refinished
in the main hall, plus more be-
ing done this winter. Two sets
of newly made double doors,
complete with panic bar locks,

The Invasives Strike Force removed more

than 100,000 invasive plants this season.

97 different volunteers. They
dedicated approximately 400
hours to erecting insect traps
on species of trees that SLF

is attracted to, clearing vines
and other vegetation for easier
access for our management
team, and squashing any SLF
they found. Altogether, we in-
stalled 166 SLF traps across 11
different parks/townships in
known infestation areas in the
Lower Hudson PRISM region.
These traps were regularly
checked by volunteers and
staft and enabled us to remove
over 8,500 adult and young
spotted lanternflies. An addi-
tional 700 egg masses were re-
moved from the environment
by volunteers. In addition to
these manual removal efforts,
we also treated hundreds of
the SLF’s host tree, tree-of-
heaven (Ailanthus altissima),
with insecticide so that any
SLF feeding on these trees
were killed or weakened. This
multi-faceted and cooperative
effort to control such an eco-
nomically and environmental-
ly damaging species highlights
our leadership as the go-to
resource for invasives manage-
ment in our region.

NATIVE RESTORATION

In 2021, our Ecological Stew-
ardship programs added an
additional emphasis on eco-
logical restoration and native
plant reintroduction. With
the help of volunteers from
our Habitat Helpers Crew, our
volunteers grew 23 different

species of native plants to be
introduced into strategically
targeted natural areas. As a
result, 1,276 native species
were planted at four different
restoration sites. Three of
those sites were in Harriman
State Park, where 892 native
species were planted.

CONSERVATION DOGS
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Conservation Dogs pro-
gram targeted eight species

in 2021: six invasive plants
(Scotch broom, sticky sage,
kudzu, Chinese bush clover,
crested late-summer mint),
one invasive insect (spot-

ted lanternfly), one invasive
fungus (oak wilt), and a native
species of concern in New
York State (wood turtles). The
team surveyed 414 acres for
invasives, and over 7,700 in-
vasive plants were treated. The
Conservation Dogs program
dedicated efforts to the early

Gordon Pellegrini was one of the reliable volunteers who
stepped up to any challenge at WTEC this season.

were installed in the main hall.
Volunteer Robert Ward took
home all the screens from one
cabin to repair and refinish
over the coming winter.

Bong Kim and his cheer-
ful hiking friends came many
weekends and replaced dam-
aged siding on two of the
buildings. I followed right be-
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detection of spotted lanternfly
by surveying 20 sites over 17
days for 61 hours.

Four paws were added to
the program with the intro-
duction of Peat in November.
Peat is an American Field
Labrador born on Christmas
Day 2020. He started working
on his first species, Scotch
broom, at only 9 months old!
This goofy, hardworking, and
ultra-motivated guy has a
long career ahead of him. Peat
is handled by Conservation
Dogs Program Coordinator
Arden Blumenthal.

All the invasive species that
our conservation dogs are
trained to sniff out are not yet
common in our region’s nat-
ural areas. So, early detection
by the dogs, followed by rapid
response removal efforts by
our ISF Crew, can be carried
out with the possible goal of
full eradication at our target
sites. It is the synergistic con-
nections between our various
programs and our focused
efforts in inspiring a sense of
shared responsibility for envi-
ronmental protection that will
continue to drive our Ecologi-
cal Stewardship Program into
2022 and beyond.

CONSERVATION
CORPS CREW
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

TERRESTRIAL

From forests to meadows to
suburban neighborhoods,

the ISF Crew traveled across
the Lower Hudson Valley to
complete 35 projects to tackle
emerging invasives, protect
conservation targets, and
restore natural areas. In total,
they surveyed 420 acres, man-
aged 112 acres, and removed
over 100,000 invasive plants!
Along the way, they made
some unforgettable memo-
ries and forged unbreakable
friendships. Work-related
highlights were circulated
throughout the season in
newsletters and social media
posts (find them at nynjtc.org

hind with other volunteers and
painted all the new boards.
Except for some remaining
touch-ups, three buildings
were painted this summer.
Mr. Kim’s dedication to the
WTEC continues through the
changing seasons as we have
planned a variety of improve-
ments that he will continue to
work on, weather permitting.
The weekday volunteers—
Gordon Pellegrini, Joe Hen-
derson, Marlys Litchfield,
and Ray Gridley—enabled
me to keep everything run-
ning smoothly all season. No
job was too big or too small.
We plodded away every week
tackling a variety of jobs. I
was very sad when first Ray
moved, and then Marlys.
Working with the volunteers
had become so much more
than a way to get more done; it
was the connection with each

and instagram.com/
tcconservationcorps), so

here are a few fun highlights:
trying every flavor of Oreos
currently available, feasting on
potato cones while camping at
Ward Pound Ridge Reserva-
tion, and spending long sum-
mer nights lakeside at Welch
Trail Education Center!

The Aquatics Crew sur-
veyed at Lower Twin Lake
in Harriman State Park.

AQUATIC

This was a banner year for

the Aquatic Invasives Strike
Force! Through their aquatic
invasives monitoring and
management program, the
crew was able to survey 40
Hudson Valley lakes, ponds,
and rivers (about 2,300 acres)
for priority invasive plants and
invertebrates. They found new
reports of emerging species
like fanwort and variable-leaf
milfoil, young populations of
water chestnut, and dreaded
animal invaders like the zebra
mussel and mystery snail, all
of which help contribute to
the understanding of distribu-
tion of these species across the
state and assist with informing
management priorities. They
also removed record numbers
of water chestnut—almost
121,000 plants—from 13

sites with the help of nearly

50 amazing Trail Conference
volunteers. The crew got to
experience the success of their

see ECOLOGICAL, page 10

WTEC

of them that made the rewards
so much sweeter.

Some other improvements
for the year: new roofs on the
main hall, boathouse, bath-
house; new roofs scheduled
for two lakeside cabins. As-
bestos boards are cleared from
the bathhouse and cabin 209
bathroom. A new dishwash-
er was installed, and the oven
was repaired. Twenty-three
gallons of stain were used, all
of which was donated by Ben-
jamin Moore. Architectural
plans are being finalized for
the new classroom building
that is planned for 2022.

The 2021 AmeriCorps sea-
son may have ended and the
WTEC is closed for the winter,
but the wheels of progress con-
tinue thanks to our volunteers!
If you would like to join this
merry band, please contact
volunteer@nynjtc.org.

43AOA AVSANIT
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ECOLOGICAL, from page 9

effort firsthand, with one site
that has been managed since
2019 down to just 110 plants
from the 27,000 removed
three years ago. Prevention is
key to stopping new invasions,
and the crew helped to do just
that by participating in the
Watercraft Inspection Steward
Program, educating over 800
boaters and anglers about

AIS spread prevention and
inspecting 450 boats, result-
ing in the interception of 11
invasive plants.

Collaboration was a
common theme for the crew
this season as well. They
teamed up with multiple
partners and state agency
leaders on AIS projects,
such as post-treatment
snorkeling for hydrilla in
the Croton River with the

The Aquatics Crew surveyed for mystery snail in Seven

Hills Lake in N.Y. this season.

NYS DEG; collecting water
samples to potentially
detect northern snakehead
DNA in the Bashakill with
the NYS DEC and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service;
and monitoring snakehead

through electrofishing
surveys with DEC’s Region 1
Fisheries Unit. The AISF crew
is managed, in part, by the
LHPRISM Aquatic Invasive
Species Program, hosted by
Teatown Lake Reservation.

CONSERVATION

The Trail Conference is a
lead partner in two grand-
scale trail connectivity
plans that seek to create
green corridors, improve
access to nature, and grow
economic opportunities
for trail towns. They are
the Highlands West Trail
Connectivity Plan (Orange
County, N.Y.) and the Lake
Hopatcong Regional Trails
Plan (Morris County, N.J.).
We worked with The
Land Conservancy of New
Jersey (TLC) to preserve two
key parcels in New Jersey
this year. In February, TLC
announced the purchase
of 40 acres of undeveloped
land in Mahwah from the
New Jersey Department
of Transportation. This
key parcel—an important
wildlife habitat and
watershed—bufters 13,000
acres of county and state
parkland that comprises the

largest area of undeveloped
land in Bergen County.
Much of the land is rugged
terrain and difficult for
visitors to navigate, though
its recreation potential—
including a trail connecting
Ramapo Mountain Preserve
to New York State, through
the village of Hillburn into
Harriman State Park—is
being assessed.

Another 2.5 acres, nestled
between Wawayanda State
Park and Abram S. Hewitt
State Forest, secures perma-
nent public access for a trail
through the property, which
will also act as a buffer for
sensitive wildlife habitats.
The land purchase was com-
pleted by TLC in October
with open space funds from
the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protec-
tion, in partnership with the
New York-New Jersey Trail
Conference, Green Acres,

and private donors. It will be
donated to the State of New
Jersey and become an ad-
dition to Wawayanda State
Park. (See story at right.)

In the spring, the Trail
Conference acquired 113
acres of forested land in
New York’s Shawangunk
region in Orange County.
This property connects
Gobbler’s Knob State Forest
with the Bashakill Wildlife
Management Area and
allows us to move another
section of the coaligned
Long Path and Shawangunk
Ridge Trail (SRT) oft the
road, away from homes,
and into the woods.
Additionally, this parcel
extends an already protected
trail corridor to a length
of 20 miles, permanently
protecting both trails. The
next step is to completely
move the trail onto the
protected land.

LOOK AHEAD

In 2022, we will keep striving
to inspire the next generation
of trail users to become cham-
pions of the outdoors through
user education, public par-
ticipation, and sustainable,
on-the-ground solutions.

» To meet the current
demands on public lands, our
volunteer force will continue
to grow and be strength-
ened. Recruitment of both
volunteers and Conservation
Corps members in 2021 sur-
passed our expectations, with
more people than ever before
seeking opportunities to give
back to nature. That includes
the successful recruitment
of several integral leadership
positions. We will build on

this success by launching an
online reporting system and
investing more energy and
efforts into our Trail Universi-
ty offerings.

» We will continue to col-
laborate with like-minded
organizations to address
challenges facing trails and
equitable access to public
lands. Whether it is in orga-
nized coalitions like the New
Jersey Trails Council, Catskill
Park Strategic Planning Ad-
visory Group, and New York
Outdoor Recreation Coali-
tion, or project-based work
sessions with partners like
JORBA, Black Rock Forest,
and the New Jersey Palisades
Interstate Park Coalition, we

will join forces with stake-
holders to address issues such
as overcrowding at trailheads
and obstacles to diversity
outdoors.

» By providing outreach and
education, we can empower
the public to know and ex-
perience the joys of nature
and all its benefits. Our Trail
Stewards and Ecological Stew-
ards will serve at trailheads,
summits, and boat launches
throughout the region to
assist and educate visitors. We
will publish new trail maps
and books and invest in new
ways to engage people online
to help them feel informed,
safe, and prepared for the
adventures that await them.

Critical Trail
Lands Protected
and Added to
Wawayanda
State Park

A vital tract of land needed to
secure the route of the Terrace
Pond North Loop in New Jer-
sey’s Wawayanda State Park
has been permanently pre-
served thanks to the Trail Con-
ference, our partners, and our
supporters.

The beautiful 2.5-acre par-
cel between Wawayanda State
Park and Abram S. Hewitt
State Forest was purchased
from private owner Norma
Schadegg in October. The
Terrace Pond North Loop has
long been routed diagonally
across a corner of the Schade-
gg family’s property on War-
wick Turnpike. In our ongoing
efforts to protect public trail
lands, the Trail Conference
had determined it would be
very difficult, if not impos-
sible, to reroute this trail if a
new landowner were to ever
rescind this partnership.

“Moving the trail was not an
option; losing the section of
trail and access to Terrace Pond
was definitely not an option,”
said longtime Trail Conference
volunteers Estelle Anderson
and Bob Jonas, who provided
funds to secure the land pur-
chase. Additional investment
came from open space funds
from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection in partnership with
The Land Conservancy of New
Jersey, Green Acres, and pri-
vate donors. The parcel will
be donated to the State of New
Jersey and become an addition
to Wawayanda State Park.

“Paired with the protection
of 10 adjacent acres by The
Land Conservancy of New Jer-
sey and the Trail Conference
several years ago, this acquisi-
tion is a great victory for the
public’s enjoyment of the Ter-
race Pond North Loop and the
beautiful land it crosses,” said
Trail Conference Executive
Director Joshua Howard. “The
protection of both parcels not
only gives permanent protec-
tion to the Terrace Pond North
Loop through Wawayanda; it
also safeguards critical habitat
for native flora and fauna. We
are grateful for the partnership
of The Land Conservancy in
helping to identify, purchase,
and protect critical trail lands
such as this one, which offers

further access to the crossing
at Terrace Pond and to the new
and improved series of trails
around the pond”

Historically, this part of the
trail has seen relatively little
use, with most people pre-
ferring to use the trail access
from Clinton Road to reach
Terrace Pond. However, the
Terrace Pond trail network
was expanded in 2020. This
preserved trail section is part
of a vital spur to parking on
Warwick Turnpike. With the
new loop option, we expect to
see more people utilizing the
trail as a full hiking experience
rather than a simple out-and-
back route to Terrace Pond.

Trail Conference Life Mem-
ber Robert C. Ross, who played
an integral role in the deal,
said, “the Schadegg acquisi-
tion is the culmination of over
6 years of close collaboration
between the Trail Conference
and The Land Conservancy,
as well as a number of other
people, including a generous
donation from Mrs. Schadegg.
It protects the final section of
a 25-mile trail route extending
from Route 23 to the Appala-
chian Trail, ensuring the in-
terconnectivity of many more
miles of trail. It was a joy to
work with everyone involved.”

Significantly, Mrs. Schadegg
was satisfied with the out-
come as well. “I am happy to
think that the lush growth of
mountain laurel and hemlocks
on this piece of property will
remain to inspire the many
drivers who pass and hikers
who walk and take the time
to contemplate the beauty of
this natural setting,” she said.
“Thank you?”

The Trail Conference is vigi-
lant in seeking permanent pro-
tection for public access to na-
ture. Without our volunteers,
supporters, and partners, great
trail experiences wouldnt be
possible. We are grateful for
those who participate in pro-
tecting the land they love and
invite you to learn about the
impact you can make by con-
tacting Director of Donor Ad-
vising Don Weise at dweise@
nynjtc.org or donating to our
Land Acquisition and Stew-
ardship Fund at bit.ly/tc-lasf.

VYNNINOW MDIN
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Putnam County Woman Sets A.T.
Record While Fundraising for Trails

DON WEISE
DIRECTOR OF DONOR
ADVISING

The 93.3-mile stretch of the
Appalachian Trail in New York
means so much to the people
who live near it. To Katharine
Spector, a 40-year-old interi-
or designer, wife, mother, and
ultrarunner from Kent Cliffs,
the A.T. is a quiet oasis and
place to connect with her fam-
ily in nature. It was the proving
ground on which she complet-
ed her greatest physical chal-
lenge: running the entire New
York section of the A.T. On a
hot October 15th day, Katha-
rine completed this feat in just
26 hours, 24 minutes, and 4
seconds, establishing the sup-
ported Fastest Known Time
(FKT) record for both male
and female athletes.

Spector’s special connection

Katharine Spector stops
for a photo during her FKT
attempt on New York's A.T.

to the trails began decades
ago on her high school cross-
country team, where she ran
the woods around Claremont,
N.H. As a California trans-
plant, she was struck by the

Trail Runners Go the
Distance for Good

This fall, hundreds of enthu-
siastic runners participated in
trail events ranging from 2 to
26.2 miles. From smooth car-
riageways in Rockefeller and
the Ramapos to singletrack
trails in Sterling Forest, these
venues are helping runners
connect with the Trail Confer-
ence and our mission.

2nd Annual Sterling Fur-
nace Half Marathon and
7-Miler

Organized by Trail Confer-
ence Board member and

race director Charlie Gadol,
this run passes through
Sterling Forest’s “hole in the
doughnut,” an exceptionally
beautiful 575-acre section in
the heart of the forest, which
was preserved with the Trail
Conference’s help in late
2006. This masterfully built,
moderately hilly trail network
is a joy to run, walk or bike; it
is currently being expanded to

News in Brief

Looking for Our
Member Clubs?

Trail Conference Member
Clubs are our friends and
partners who maintain

trails and offer ways to get
outdoors. They help support
our mission and amplify the
power of our likeminded
efforts to help connect
people with nature. While
we were unable to separately
run the full member club list
in this issue of Trail Walker,
they are included in our
supporters list. Plus: You’ll
always find information
about these valued partners
at nynjtc.org/member-club.

provide even more options for
exploration. Proceeds from
the race are being shared with
the Trail Conference and the
Friends of Sterling Forest.
Look for this race to return in
spring 2022!

MRCC Trail Conference Fall
Back 5K Run and 3K Walk
Returning to Trail Confer-
ence Headquarters on a crisp
November morning, this
Mahwah Regional Chamber
of Commerce event gave the
community a chance to try
out trail running and learn
about the Trail Conference.
Held on a mix of wide, level
trails and some roads, the
event benefitted the Trail
Conference and will also
return in spring of 2022.

Pocantico Hills Marathon
This exceptionally hilly
marathon was held to benefit
both the Trail Conference

In Memoriam

Jo-Ann Senterman, a
longtime Trail Conference
volunteer and supporter pas-
sionate about the Catskills,
passed away on Oct. 19. She
was 74. She was an adminis-
trative assistant for 16 years
for IBM and had been em-
ployed by Package Pavement
of Stormville, N.Y. She had
been a summer resident of
the Catskills since 1969, and
full-time for approximately
the past 10 years. She had

a green thumb and enjoyed
hosting family gatherings,

as well as helping to put on
Catskill volunteer picnics.
Jo-Ann was a deeply caring
individual who could be

friendships she made on the
team and the like-minded
people she met on the trails.
After high school, she com-
pleted degrees in art histo-
ry and interior design from
Columbia and FIT, and her
lifestyle shifted away from ath-
letic pursuits. But after quit-
ting smoking 10 years ago, she
once again found the trails and
with them, new friendships in
the hiking and trail-running
community. Many of those
friends supported her as she
completed her A.T. challenge.
On the day of her big run,
Katharine was confronted
with 88 degree weather—less
than ideal conditions for a 93-
mile run. She managed to cool
off by lying down in a stream
along the way. “Trail running
has taught me that if youre
creative and flexible, you can
achieve big goals,” she says.

Katharine points out that
she is not a pro athlete, but a
regular person with a job, hus-
band, and two sons. Despite
working in Manbhattan, she
finds time to train by hitting
Central Park, the Westside
Greenway Park, and running
from work to the Harlem train
station!

Katharine understands the
crucial nature of the Trail
Conference’s role in protect-
ing and securing the future
of trails. This was a key factor
in her decision to do her FKT
attempt as a Trail Conference
fundraiser. Katharine regular-
ly takes her boys on hikes and
has recently signed herself and
another person up to serve as
A.T. trail maintainers. Thank
you, Katharine, for inspiring
us and demonstrating that reg-
ular people really can do ex-
traordinary things.

Participants in the MRCC Trail Conference Fall Back 5K
Run enjoyed the trails at Ramapo Reservation.

and Friends of Rockefeller
State Park. The lands, which
were donated by the Rocke-
feller family to New York
State Parks, featured grazing
livestock amid a pastoral
backdrop of fields and forests.
According to race organizer
Charlie Gadol, this race is
slated to return again in the
fall of 2022.

Trail Conference Trail Runs
Join us for free, monthly,
non-competitive runs high-

counted on to assist anyone
in need. She will be missed.

Join the Archives
Committee

The Trail Conference is
proud of its 101-year history,
much of which can be read in
Reflections. But more stories
are waiting to be told—if you
can find the details in the
archives. In early 2022, volun-
teer Jane Daniels is forming
an Archives Committee to
organize and preserve more
information about the Trail
Conferences history. Re-
searching how trails were de-
veloped and by whom is just

lighting places where the Trail
Conference builds and main-
tains trails. This fall, we ex-
plored Harriman, Ringwood,
and Jockey Hollow, and also
previewed the Sterling Forest
and Rockefeller race courses.
These “flex runs” offer two
pace and distance groups to
accommodate various ability
levels. To learn more, join our
Facebook group, Trail Con-
ference Trail Runs, or find our
runs on the Trail Conference
website. ¢ Don Weise

one project; another is devel-
oping a file system for print
material and photos. Learn
more and sign up at nynjtc.
org/news/join-archives-
committee. ) Jane Daniels

NY Voters Say Yes to
Green Amendment

This November, New
Yorkers voted to approve a
“green amendment” to the
state’s constitution. This is

a constitutional provision
located under the state bill of
rights that grants residents
an affirmative right to clean
air and water and a healthful
environment.
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Join the Trail
Conference,
Get Great Deals

Check out some of the
latest Trail Conference
Retail Partners and their
great members-only
discounts. Visit nynjtc.
org/retail-partners for
full details on all partner
discounts.
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SPORTING GOODS

Thruway Sporting Goods
» 10% discount

78 Oak St.

Walden, NY

845.778.1400
shopthruway.com/
sporting-goods

Rock and Snow

» 10% off with code:
nynjtc

4 Main St.

New Paltz, NY
845.255.1311
rockandsnow.com/store

The Gravity Vault

» 10% off all day passes
Upper Saddle River, NJ
Chatham, NJ
Middletown, NJ
gravityvault.com

Hatchet Outdoor
Supply Co.

» 15% discount on non-
sale merchandise

77 Atlantic Ave.
Brooklyn, NY
3477631963
hatchetsupply.com
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THANKS TO OUR TRAIL FAMILY

The Trail Conference’s mission is made possible through
generous support from thousands of individuals,
companies, and foundations—outdoor-lovers like you who
care for the environment.
This list includes those who give their support in all
its forms—as volunteers, Conservation Corps members,
member clubs, and members ($250-plus in donations).
Your support has a huge impact on the protection and care
of healthy trails and natural areas. You make a difference!
Thank you for supporting safe, enjoyable access
to nature—thank you for your support of the Trail
Conference!

TRIBUTES

Donations of $50 or more made in honor or in memory of
friends and family appear in each quarterly Trail Walker.

September 1, 2021 - November 30, 2021

In honor of my 1974 summer as assistant waterfront director
at Boy Scout Camp Mohican, now AMC Mohican Outdoor
Center.

Ellen B. Stern

In honor of Susan Barbuto
Susan Bell

In honor of Peter Galgani
Tyler Ableson

In honor of Bobby Bridges
Steve Brown

In honor of Chris Norris
Albert Chan

In memory of Sol Braun
David Braun

In memory of Sandy Beck
Joseph Pedorella

In honor of]oanna Riesman
Sharon DelLevie

In Honor of Katharine Spector
Sarah Dellett

In memory of Joel Kazin
Heather Elgin
Morgan Elk
Michelle Gucciardi
Robert Jacobson
Anshul Jain
Gary Kazin
Jocelyn Ross-Lindeman
David Solano
Elyse Stoller

In Honor of The Jacob Faber Family
Jacob Faber

In memory of John Giuffrida
Peter Heckler

In memory of Rita Heckler
Peter Heckler

In memory of Robert Gawel
Linda Frisch
Carol Richards

In memory of Edward Hillis
Karen Justin

In honor of Lucy Waletzky
Heather Loebner
Your friends at Catskill Mountainkeeper

In memory of Isaac Siskind
Kathryn Mente
Cora Randall
Diane Raynes

In honor of RKie Clark
Nancy Berger Revocable Trust

In memory of Avinoam Raz
Gideon Raz

In honor of Jesse Blanke
David Blanke

In memory of Gari Ledyard
Bonnie Shields

In memory of Harry Silman
Barbara Silman

In memory of George Yuzawa
Pat Yuzawa-Rubin

In memory of John Blenninger
Alvin DeMaria

In honor of Jesse Fried
Michael Zaccardo

OUR TRAIL FAMILY

Steve Aaron, Daniel Abbazio, Kathryn Abdis, Paul Ab-
dis, Alan Abramowitz, Valerie Acerra, Ted Ackerman
and Meeyoung Paik, Beverly Adams, Ceri Adams, ADK
Long Island, ADK Mid-Hudson Chapter, ADK Mohi-
can Chapter, ADK New York Chapter, ADK North Jer-
sey Ramapo Chapter, Cyrus Adler, John Adriance, Ad-
ventures for Women, Pam Ahlen, Kate S Ahmadi, Joan
Aichele, Matthew Aiello-Lammens, James and Suzanne
Aisenberg, Thomas Akers, Michael Albert, Zoe Album,
Jeffrey Alder, Lisa Alder, Tain Alexander, Matt Alexan-
der, Hank Alicandri, Terri Allen, Elaine Allinson, John
Allman, Bob Almand, Ilya Alper, Mihoko Alster-Yama-
zoe, Robert Altabet, Neil Altman, AMC Delaware Val-
ley Chapter, AMC Mohawk Hudson Chapter, AMC
New York North Jersey Chapter, Sam Amdurer, Chris-
tine Amedo, Jackie Amedo, Tom Amisson, Robert An-
derberg, Rick Andersen, Estelle Anderson, Kyle Ander-
son, David Andrews, Peter Angelica, Lucy Anich, David
Annatone, Carol Anstey, Michele Antonick, Richard
Antonick Jr., Jeremy Apgar, Nolan Apgar, Matthew Ap-
pell, Greg Apryasz, Joe Aquilia, John Aramian, Amy
Arato, Peter Arato, Felicity Arengo, Andrew Argeski,
Katelyn Arket, Steven and Christine Arkin, Dylan Ar-
majani, Stefan Armington, Gordon Arnold, Cyrus Ar-
none, Rosetta Arrigo and Kerry Barringer, Judith Arri-
son, Juan Arroyo, Linda Arvay, Frank Asaro, Mark
Atchinson, John Austin, Mary Ayers, Richard Azoff,
Steven Babbitt, Nancy Bachana, Brian Bacher, Daniel
Backenroth, Peter Backes, Sarah Bacon, Stephen Bailes,
Justin Bailey, Peter M Bakal, Lester Bakelmun, louis bal-
danza, Alan Baldwin, Sanford Balick, William Ball, Pe-
ter M Balma, Frank Bamberger, Frank Banas, Bill Ban-
croft, Jeanne-Marie Banderet, Florence Bannicq, Sue
and Joe Barbuto, Kyle Bardwell, Laney Baris, Kerron
Barnes, Chris Barnett, Thomas Barnett, James Barn-
shaw, Richard Barr, Ann Barry, Gerald Barry, Austin
Barth, Robert Bartlett, Susan Bates, Laura Battelani,
Anne Baumann, Lori Baumann, Gene Bavis, Charles
Beach, Robert Beach, Anne Beahan, Bridgitte Bedell,
Maria Bedo-Calhoun, Christopher Beers, Raymond
and Rose Begin, Katy Behney, Ronald Belanger, JoAnne
Beliveau, Suse Bell, Kate Bellody, Tyler Belmont-Kluck,
Alice Benash, Joan Bender and Michael P. O’Shea, Alex-
ander Benedetto, Callum Benepe, Hanna Benesch, Am-
ber Benezra, Sue Bennet, William Benneyan, James
Bentivegna, Al Bentley Jr., Carol Ann Benton, Edward
Benvenga, Yana Beranek, Clifford Berchtold, Robin
Berger, Glorian Berk, Anthony Berman, Mark Berna-
sconi, Greg Bernet, Craig Bernier, Larry Bernstein,
Lynn Bernstein, Susan Bernstein, Barbara Berntsen, Al
Berrios, Jon Berry, Eric Besenfelder, Christopher Bick-
ford, Susan Bickford-Martin, Daniel Bieber, Susan Bieg-
er, Gail Biggs, Elie Bijou, John Billias, Janice Birnbaum,
Cynthia Bishop, Patricia Bisset, Paul ] Bisset, Black
Rock Forest Inc., Marilyn Blaho, Susan Blake, Pat blake-
ly, Philip Blandine, Nicole Blank, David M Blanke, Rosa
Bledsoe, Gloria Bletter, Mindy Block, Thomas Blon,
Sarah Bloom, Neil Bloomgarden, Dave Blough, Ellen
Blumenkrantz, Ralph and Jennifer Blumenthal, Ian
Blundell, Jenny Boccard, Aaron Bock, Benjamin Boeck-
el, Kate Boland, Rose Bonanno, Robert Bond, Michael
Bongar, Sharon Bonk, David Booth, Kerry Borchardt,
Matthew Bordonaro, Malcolm Borg, Lesley Bornstein,
Glenn Botbyl, Dave Bourque, Mike Bousquet, Michal
Bowen, Jordan Bower, Boy Scout Troop 8, Brooklyn,
Nick Boyle, Michael Bozzo, Elizabeth Bradford, Alex
Bradley, Barbara Brady, Peg Brady, Barry Brantner,
Alan Breach, Jean Brennan, Kevin Brenneman, Kim-

berly Brenneman, Ralph Bressler, Mary Ann Breudler,
Michael Brickman, James Brindle, Dolores Brink, Jay
Brinkerhoff, John Britch, John Broderick, Ed Brody,
Melissa Brody, Sean Brody, Melinda Broman, Tim
Brooks, Suzanne Broullon, Jim Brown, Joe Brown,
Maryanne Brown, Shawn Bubany, Robert Buchanan,
Brian T Buchbinder, Maryanne Buchele, Nikolaus Bu-
chele, Georg Budenbender and Katy E Elwyn, Richard
Buegler, Jason Bufe, Jennifer Bukosky, Kevin Bukowski,
Robert Bullions, Edward Burdzy, Sean Burgara, Molly
Burgett, Kim Burgos, Eugene Burke, Tifftany Burke,
Carol Burns, William Burns, Connie Burton, Hollie
Burton, Christopher A Burtt and Aileen Nicoletti, Pat-
rick Bury, Christopher Bush, Lina Bush, Glenn Butcher,
Steve Butfilowski, Marek Bycuk, John Bylancik, Anne
Perkins Cabot, Cathy Caccamo, Sue Caddoo, Steve Ca-
denhead, Dennis Cairl, Andrew Calderaro, Steve Cald-
well, Thomas and Melany Campanile, James Campbell,
Canal Society of New Jersey, James Canfield, Jesse Can-
field, Victoria Cantales, Phil Cantor, Jarett Caparotta,
Francis Cape, Peter Capek, Roberto Capelan, Skip &
Jean Margaret Card, Sabina Cardenas, Jennifer Carel,
Zsuzsanna Carlson, Alfred and Carol Seymour-Jones,
Tara Caroll, Tom Carr, Teresa Carriker-Thayer, Patricia
E Carson, Kevin Carter, Margaret Casagrande, Melissa
Cascini, Tara Casella, Meghan Casey, Paul Cashen,
Glenn Cassidy, Felice Castellano, Marie-Pierre Caster-
mans, Michael Castiglione, Dave Castner, Catskill 3500
Club, Catskill Mountain Club, Nancy Caulfield, Robert
Celestin, Lara Cely, Billy Cerezo, Astrid Cerny, Helen
Cerny, Richard Cerny, Cathy Chambers, Daniel Cha-
nofsky, Lois Chanofsky, Robert Chapel, Donna Chap-
man, Addison Chappell, Scott Chappell, Daniel Chazin,
Sara Chebisher, Benjamin Cheek, Jonathan Chenette,
Robert Cherdack, Alan Chevat, Lani Chevat, Elisabeth
Chiera, Chinese Mountain Club of New York, Ed Choe,
Herb Chong, Kathy Lee Chong, Maxwell Chow, Natha-
lie Chow, Winston Chow, Cal Christensen, Reed Chris-
tian, Hank Chung, Sharon P Churcher and Michael
Taylor, Laura Chute, Lisa Ciancarelli, Carol Ciancia,
Nicholas A Cifelli, Christian Cifuentes, Lucy Cilento,
Cherie Clapper, Mr. Kenneth Clark, Linda Clarke Tay-
lor, David Clarke, Bill Claus, Karl Clauss, Douglas
Cleek, Closter Nature Center Association, Club main-
tainer, Donald Cohen, Howie Cohen, Paul Cohen, Erica
Colace, Garrett Cole, Dorothy Coleman, John Cole-
man, Mr. Herbert ] Coles and Mrs. June Fait, Sally Col-
invaux, Maria Colletti, Brian Collins, Edwin Collins
and Anne Blackwell-Collins, Glenn Collins, John Col-
lins, Kevin Collins, Marty Collins, Sarah Collins, Nich-
olas Comparato, Christopher Compel, Theresa Con-
cors, Philip Condon, Timothy Connelly, Christopher
Connolly, David Connolly, Patrick G Connolly, Cather-
ine Connor, Geoffrey Connor, Deno Contos, Anita
Conway, Thomas Conway, Ferris Cook, Ralph Cooke,
Charles Cooperman, Ken Cooperman, Janet Coo-
per-Wetherly, Michael Cooter, David Copperman, Eliz-
abeth Corio, Thomas Corless, Michele Corn Farrell,
Merle Cosgrove, Audrey Costa, Marion Costanza, Mar-
ty Costello, Christopher Coughlin, Domenick Covello,
Jim B Cowen, Kevin Cox, Peter Coy, Ralph Coy, An-
drew Craigie, Kevin Cramsie, Linda Cranston, Edward
Craviolo, Kelsey Crocitto, Merilee Croft, Stephen
Crowe, Brian Crowley, Jeannie Crowley, Deanna Cul-
breath, Paul Cunniffe, Brendan Cunningham, Jennifer
Cunningham, Peter Cunningham, Kay Cynamon, Wil-
liam Cytowicz, George ] Dagis, Dagmar Murphy, Jo-
seph D’Agostino, Bill Daley, Kimberly Daley, Mark ]
Dallara, Mike Daly, Kathleen D’Angelo, Walt and Jane
Daniels, Geoff Dann and Lauri Novick-Dann, Patricia
Dannhardt, Robert Dannhardt, Randy Danz, Heather
Darley, Philip Darmstadt, Darren Davidowich, Karen
Davidson, Robert Davidson, Christopher Davis, Jack
Davis, James Davis, Kathleen Davis, Martha Davis, Ur-
sula Davis, Bill and Sue Day, David Day, Monica Day,
Matthew de Ganon, Lauren de la Vega, Henri de la
Vega, Marc De Luise, Donald Deans Sr., Judith Debiase,
William Debiec, Judith DeBlase, Dave Dech, Matt
Decker, Salley Decker, Richard DeCoursey, Nicholas
Dedring, Thomas deHaan, George R Deibert, Christo-
pher Delagrange, Robert Delap, James Delaune, Ernest
Delcher, Salvatore Della Chiesa, Jayne Della Ratta, Roc-
co Della Serra, Brian Deluca, Alvin DeMaria, Karen L
DeMarinis, David Dembo, Patrick DeMichele, Carl
Demrow, John P Denkowski, Justin Dennis, Richard
Dennis, Paul DeNunzio, Christina Depinto, Daniel
D’Errico, Robert Derwae, Anthony DeSanto, David De-
Shazer, Brigitte Dessauer, Aiden DeStefano, Doug
DeStefano, Dave Detrick, Anthony DeVanzo, Thomas
Devine, Linda DeWolfe, Mahesh Dhillon, Michael
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Di Trani, Dennis Diakunczak, Joshua Diamond, Paul
Diamond, Vicki Diamond, Ozzie Diaz, Wilfredo Diaz,
Barbara Dibeler, Natasha Didonato, Mark Diekmann,
Erin Dillmann, Ami DiLocker, Peter Dilullo, Tony DiM,
Frank DiMaria, Brittanie DiMura, Sheila Dina-
berg-Azoff, Christopher Dionisio, Conor Dobson, Mi-
chael Doehring, Lawrence D’Oench, Peter Dolan, Ken-
neth Dolsky, Matt Donachie, Timothy Donahue, Chad
Donnick, Margaret Donohoe Tull, Mary Dooman, Rus-
sell Dooman, Derek Doran, Carmel Dorn, Jack Dor-
nan, Mark Dornan, Mary Dornan, Rachael Doty, John
Dougherty, Duncan Douglas, Jessica Dragone, Leigh
Draper, Margaret Dreyer, Brittany Dreyhaupt, Phil
Dreyhaupt, Jack Driller, Emily Driscoll, Margaret
Drummond, Vincent Dryer, Roger Dubin, Terence Du-
cey, Michael Dudley, Constance I DuHamel, Don Duke,
McBrien Dunbar, Ilse Dunham, Kyle Dunnigan, Ron-
ald Dupont Jr., Salvatore Durante, Chris Durning, Stew-
art Dutfield, Bruce Duty, Robin Duty, Edward Duvins-
ki, Nancy Duvinski, Maria Dvorozniak, Matthew
Dvorozniak, David Dvorsky, Ellen Dwyer, Michael Dw-
yer, Nathalie Dwyer, Dyke Hikes, East Hampton Trails
Preservation Society, Ralph East, Lawrence Eaton,
Kathryn Eberlein, Thomas Ebersold, Jonathan Eckman,
Steve Edgeller, Gayle Edgerton, Edward Ehrlich, Rose
Eid, Robin Eifert, Richard Einstein, Mark Eis, John W
Ellingboe and Page Hartwell, Samara Elliott and Adam
W Geist, Ann Ellis, Carlen Emanuel, Stephen Emanuel,
David Roland Emero, Eric Engelhardt, Joseph Ennesser,
Harvey Erdsneker, Eric and Cooper Erichsen, Matthew
] Erickson, Richard Erickson, Heide Estes, Jacob Evan
Solomon, Brock Evans, Gregg Evans, David Everett,
Christopher Ezzo, Ilona Fabian, Alanna Facchin, Char-
lotte and Stanley Fahn MD, Angel Falcon, Loren Falk,
Kristen Falzon, Claudia Farb, Deborah Farrell, Thomas
Farrell, Matthew Fascaldi, Keith Faucher, Stuart Faust,
Steven Fazio, Louis Feeney, Paul Feinman, Annette
Feldman, Deanna Felicetta, John Fellows, David L
Felsenthal and Margaret Schwartz, Andrew Fenwick,
Annette Ferchau, Taras Ferencevych, Andrew Fergu-
son, John Fernandez, Michelle Fernandez, Debbie Fer-
nbacher, Gennaro P Ferraro, Eileen Feurey, Thomas P.
Fico, John Fiedler, Vickie Fiedler, David Field, Lynn
Filarecki, Finger Lakes Trail Conference, Todd Finger,
Charles Finin, Amanda Finley, Victoria Finn, Patrick
Fisher, Richard Fisher, Sam Fisher, Harvey Fishman,
Brian Fitzgerald, Margaret Fitzgerald, Rebecca Fitzger-
ald, John Fitzsimmons, John Flack, Flat Rock Brook Na-
ture Association, Ray Flavell, Bob Flavin, Irvine Flinn,
James Florance, Arthur Foley, James M Folkerts, Mary
Folsom, Carl Fongeallaz, Geoft Fonseca, Amy Fonyi, Ja-
cob Fonyi, Rich Fonyi, Theron Foote, Elizabeth C
Forbes, Vicki Forbes, Dennis Fordham, Roberta Forest,
Terri Fortuna, Dennis Foster, Jean Claude Fouere, Fran
Fountain, Brian Fowler, Wendy Fowler, Dr. Howard
Fox, Robin Fox, Stephen Fox, HOWARD FRANCE,
Nicolas Franceschelli, Jeff Francisco, Izzy Franco, Allan
Frank, Walter Franks, Deborah Franzblau and Jerry D
Tersoff, William Freedman, Gary & Carol Freidman,
Rachael Freundlich, Kevin Frey, Raymond Frey, David
Friedman, Eric Friedman, Howard Friedman, Kristen
Friedman, Samuel Friedman, Susan Friel, Friends of
Garret Mountain Reservation, Friends of Pelham Bay
Park, Friends of the Hackensack River Greenway in
Teaneck, Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct, Inc.,
Friends Of The Shawangunks, Mark Fromm, Ora Frut-
kin, Eric Fuchs-Stengel, John Fudala, Patricia Fuge,
Richard Fuge, Kevin and Susan Fuhr, Robert Fuller,
Terry Funk-Antman, Kirsty Fuquay, Dara Furman, Eri-
ca Furnald, Richard Furst, Charlie Gadol, Kimberly
Gage, James Gahn, Janet Galanor, Frank Galdun, Laurie
Galdun, Hugh Gallagher, Joyce Gallagher, Michael Gal-
lagher, John Gallino, Chris Gallo, Mendy Gallo, Michael
and Vicky Galow, Cynthia Galvin, William Gannett,
Claudia L Ganz, Joe Gapper, Matthew Garamone, Ter-
rie Gardiner, Graham Gardner, Michele Gardner, Erica
Garfinkle, Dr. Michael Garfinkle, Erik Garnjost, An-
drew Garrison, Eileen Garvey, Myra Gatchalian, George
Gates, Jean-Baptiste Gauthier, Marionela Gavriliuc,
Mike Gayle, MacKenzie Gaze, Maureen Geagan, Jim
Gebhard, Ernie Gehrer, Stephen Geis, Diane Gelfand,
Lily Gelfars, Sam Gellens, Itai Geller, Lynnora Geoghe-
gan, Wendell George, Gunter Georgi, Lorraine Ger-
aghty, Jason Gerber, German American Hiking Club of
New York and New Jersey, Dov Gertzulin, Jennifer
Ghahari, Jennifer Ghannam, David Gibbons, Joseph
Giglio, Ramon Gil, Jack Giller, Timothy Gillett, Mr.
Benjamin Gilman, Andrew Giordano, Gene Giordano,
Mark Girvin, Lisa Gizzarelli-Drago, Ronald Gizzi, Ga-
briel Gluck, Carol Glucksman, Robert J Glynn, Jim
Gmelin, Stephen Goldberg, Michael Golden, Katheryn
Goldman, Jack Goldwasser, Thomas Golodik, Adam
Gonzalez, Elyssa Gonzalez, Lizbeth Gonzalez, Matthew
Gonzalez, Jack and Lauren Gorman, Shaun Gorman,
John Gormley, Leanne Gorzynski, Louise Gosnell, Stan
] Gottlieb, Christopher Gow, Charles Graf, Barbara
Graft, John Graham, Barbara Grasso, Brennan Gray,
David Gray, James Gray, Roger Green, Stella Green,

Berton and Evelyn Greenberg, Jake Greenberg, Ken
Greenblatt, Ellen Greenhorn, James A Gregoire, Mary
Grehl, Thomas Grenier, Gerry Griffin, Shepard Grinker,
Jennifer Groskopf, Barry Grossarth, John Grossbohlin,
Patricia Grove, Steve Gruber, Allen Grunthal, Diane
Grunthal, David Grupper, Daniel Gruza, Sy Gruza, Ann
Guarino, Victoria Guarnieri, Harold Guest Jr., Dana
Gumb, Bob Gurian, Kathleen Haake, Katie Haake, Da-
vid Haas, Glenda Haas, Beth Habermann, Josh Hadden,
Henry Hafelfinger, Carl Hagelin, Jim and Tina Haggett,
Emily Hague, Jacob Haisley, Demitris Haldeos, Kayla
Hall, Jon Halperin, Ben Halpern, Katherine Halpern,
Geoffrey Hamilton, Michael Hamilton, Robert Hand,
Russell Hanford, Elizabeth Hanson, James Hanson 1,
James and Barbara Hanson, Jim Hanson, Colleen Hard-
castle, Frank Hariton, Alyson Harkins, Laura T Harris,
Natalie Harris, Bill Harrison, Andrew & Elinor Hart,
John Hartinger, Timothy Harvell, Shelley Harvey, Siena
Hasbrouck, Ryan Hasko, Charlie Hatch, Jonathan Hatch
and Eve Goodman, Gary Haugland, Kim Hausner, Tom
Hawkins, Christopher and Tyler Hawks, Kim Hayden,
Iohana Hayes, John Headden, Joseph Healy, Gary
Heavner, Kathy Hecht, Peter Heckler, Noelle Hedgcock,
Ryan Heerschap, Alice Heftner and Alan Lieber, Philip
& Ellen Heidelberger, Trudy Heinrichs, Janelle Heise,
Molly Heit, Paul Helbock, David Helmer, Joseph F
Helmer and Mary Dodds, Clayton & Geri Hemmert,
Joseph Henderson, Iona Hennessy, Phyllis Henry, Na-
talee Hercik, Robert Hergenrother, Kathleen Herguth,
Michael Hermann, Keith Heron, Gabriella Herrera, Jan
Hesbon, Denise Hewitt, Phil Heyman, Dennis Hickey,
Devin Hicks, Artie Hidalgo, Lisa Higgins, HikingMa-
mas_wood2woods, Harold Hill Jr., Dennis Hillerud,
Barbara Hilley, John Hilley, Mary Hilley, Hilltop Con-
servancy, Inc., Maria Himber, Ralph Hindley, Tom
Hingston, Von Hintermeister, Wendy Hirst, Laurie Hla-
dik, William Hladky, Thomas Hobbick, Peter Hobday,
Daniel Hoberman, Ian Hochstead, Fred Hodde, Sally
Hodge, Nancy Hodson, Jesse Hofer, Carolyn Hoffman,
James Hoffman, Steve Hoffman, Peter Hoh, Travis Hoh,
G Holderness, Jennifer & David Hollenbaugh, Richard
Holler, Charles Holmes, Gaylord Holmes, Norma
Holmes, Viviana Holmes, David Holtzman, Brenda
Holzinger, Nicholas Homyak, Kennard Honick, Jacob
Hooper, Liam Hooper, J. Horn, Don Horne, William
Horowitz, Peter Horree, Django Houston, David How-
ard, Joshua Howard, Stephen Howard, Atticus
Hoyt-Friedman, Louis Hsu, Steve Huang, Dale Hughes,
Patrick Hughes, Jay Hui, Jeff Hull, Nancy Hull, Aileen
Bolton and Anthony Hume, Beth Humphrey, Cathy
Hungerford, Martin Hunley, Nancy Hunt, Hunterdon
Hiking Club, Daniel Hyman, Diane Iannacone, Antho-
ny lannarelli Jr., Phyllis Ianniello, Sean Iannucci, Hideo
ITetaka, Walter Ilchuk Jr., Justin Illes, Ed Illiano, Noel Im,
Christopher Ingui, Interstate Hiking Club, Jessica Intili,
David Irving, Susan Irving, Marilyn Ivory, Christine
Jackson, Sandra Jackson, Wyatt Jacobi, Andrew Jacobs,
James and Tara Jacobus, Timothy Jaeger, Susan Jain-
chill, Mary James, Harry Jameson III, Lori Jo Jamieson,
Terry Jannuzzo, Rob Janssen, Craig Jauvtis, Will Jayne,
Todd Jennings, Colleen Jimenez, Matthew Jirgal,
Sunitha A Job, Daniel Jobbins, Richard Jobsky, Erik Jo-
hanson, Calvin Johnson, Jo Johnson, Kyle Johnson, Me-
gan Johnson, Peggy Johnson, Stephen Johnson, Mat-
thew Johnson-Hakim, Sharon Johnson-Hakim, Trish
Johnston, Jolly Rovers Trail Crew Inc., Robert Jonas,
Dan Jones, Erika Jones, Gloria Jones, Phyllis Jones,
Snowden Jones, JORBA, Mr. Nicolas Jove, Joseph Judge,
James Juliano, Bridget Junker, John Jurasek Jr, Debra
Kagan, Lee Kalish, David Kallas, Ariel Kallenbach, Steve
Kallesser, Monika Kaminski, Shawn Kane, Audrey
Kang, Hal Kaplan, Marcia Kaplan-Mann, Howard Ka-
plowitz, Allison Kaprowski, Tom Karakowski, Theresa
Karle, Kasia Karolewska, Richard Karp, Chester Karwa-
towski, Kevin Kasica, Brian Kassenbrock, Jeftrey Katz,
Lilah Katz, Patricia Katz, Robert Katz, Stu Katz, Richard
Katzive, Frank Kazimir, Robert Keay, Bill Keefe, Mi-
chelle Keeley, Robert Keeley, Hank Keirsey, Judy Keith,
Scott Keller, Mike Kelley, Cheryl Kellogg, Jeffrey Kel-
logg, Amanda Kelly, Colton Kelly, John Kelly, Laura
Kelly, Mary Kelly, Tom Kennedy, Sae Kenney, Sue Ken-
yon, Mark Kern, Clare Kersten, Ted Kersten, Hormoz
Kheirabi, Paul Kiczek, Robert Kiely, Paul Kienker,
Charles Kientzler, Paul Kiesler, Bong Kim, Brian King,
Judith King, Katie Kingsbury, Linda Kinney, David
Kinosky, Laurence Kirby, Rudy Kircher, Zachary Kirch-
er, Peter Kirchner, Sue Kirkwood, Philip Kirstein, Lorna
Kirver-Smith, Stephen Klauck, George Klein, Allison
Kleinberger, Bartosz Klemensowski, Wanda Knapik,
Keith Kniffin, Royce Knight, Jim Knol, Brandon Knopp,
Michael Knox, Michael Knutson, Michal Koblas, Ste-
phen Koehler, Linda Kohl-Orton, Jayson and Allison
Kolb, Peter Kolbe, Valeri Kolev, Brian Konchalski, Lau-
ren Kopchik, Dr. David Kopp, John Kopp, Robin Korn-
stein, Mary Ann Kostelnik, Tom Koven, Arielle Kovics,
Lois Kowalyk, Linda Kozloff, Raymond Kozma, Jane
Kral, Keith Kral, Nancy Krause, steven krause, Claudia
Kraut, Karen Krautheim, Sebastian Alejandro Kreftt

Duk, Glenn Kreisberg, Cathy Krom, Garry Krom, Noel
Kropf, Donald Krug, Mary Krug, Peter Kubat, Linda
Kukol, Delia Kulukundis, Matt Kulukundis, Anton
Kungl, Wayne Kunow, Richard Kurland, Susan Kurtas,
Stuart J Kurtz, Anna Kurz, Stefan Kuzminsky, Robert
Kyle, Kevin La Gatta, Jennifer Labenda, Maurice La-
Bonne, Sylvia Lack, Dimitri Laddis, Marge Laffin, Char-
lie Laginestra, Peter Lai, Nicole Laible, Debra Laks, Ol-
ivia Lam, Otto Lam, Jonathan Lamb, Lisa Lamberti,
Robert Lambeth, Peter Lambousis, Henry Lamont,
Douglas Land, Edward Landau, Melissa Landau, Thea ]
Landesberg, Karin K Lane, Victor C Lane, Fred Lan-
gevin, Brian and Lorraine Lanius, Anthony Lanza, De-
nise Lanza, Connor LaPres, Christian Larson, Scott
Larson, Troy Larson, David Latham, Jerrica Lavooy,
Michael Lawless, Marcelle Layton, Vera Lazar, Deb La-
zenby, Robert Leach, Sara Leach, Constance Lee, Cyn-
thia and Jeffry Lee, Maria Lee and Roland Roberts,
Samuel Lee, Sophia Lee, Eleanor Leen, Aaron Lefton,
Virgnia Lefurgy, Bob Leggett, Rob and Cheryl Leh-
mann, Barry Leibowitz, John Leigh IV, Lindsey Leiser,
Jim LeMaire and Joan Huang, Matthew Lembo, Moe
Lemire, Nicholas Lenzi, Christopher Leonard, Edward
Leonard, Michael Leone, David Lerer, Ann Lesk, Chung
Leung, Yanina Levchinsky-Grimmond, Jane Levenson,
Sheila and Stefan Levie, Joey Levine, Kim Levinsky, Jo-
anne Lewin-Jacus, Thomas Lewis, Yvette Lewis, Jason
Li, Jon Liba, Howard Edward Liebmann, Susan Lifrieri,
Linda Schutz, Ulrike Lindauer and Mike Rushton, Gary
Lindemann, Michael Ling, Patrick Linsey, Eric Lipper,
Jeftrey Lippincott, John Lipsett, Mark Liss, Sue Liss,
Marlys Litchfield, Little Stony Point Citizens Associa-
tion, Craig Little, Tracy Little, Marie Liverpool, Bill Liv-
ingston, Nancy Livingston, Bill Lockwood, Helmuth
Loddigs, Harvey Loeb, Richard Loesche, Hillel Lofaso,
Rick Loggia, John Logue, Kenneth Lonas, Long Path
North Hiking Club, Danielle Longo, Pamela Lovinger,
Asher Lov-Lappert, Mary Lowery, Mike Lowery, Beirne
Lowry, Tim Luby, Bruce Lucas, David Lucas, Alice Lud-
dington-Cantor, Connor Luime, Ron Luna, Douglas
Lundeen, Robert Luther, Karen Lutz, Kayla Lynch,
Richard Lynch, Leonard Lyon MD, Seth Lyon, Lisa Ly-
ons, Barbara Lysenko, Harry Maas, Donna Macal-
le-Holly, Dean Macgeorge, John Mack, Mary Mack, Pe-
ter Mack, John MacKessy, Donald MacQueen, Gay
MacQueen, Felix Maendel, John H. and Karen A. Mag-
erlein, Thomas Magerlein, Chris Maget, Adriane Maier,
Joan Maier, Walter Maier, Sarah Maillet-Moyna, Paul
Makus, Noah Malchman, Luis Maldonado, Lon Maletta,
Martha Maletta, Kenneth Malkin, Patricia Malodob-
ry-Wachter, Maloufs Mountain Sunset Campgrounds,
Alec Malyon, Jean Mammato, Helen Mangione-Yee,
Jarna Maniguet, Manitoga / The Russel Wright Design
Center, Michael Manning, Peter Manning, Heidi Man-
rico, Barbara Mansell, Stephen Marano, Luis Marcial,
Pasquale Marcotullio, David Margulis, Jeff Marino,
Dennis Markatos-Soriano, Matt Markle, Tony Markus,
Victoria Maroldi, Esther Maroney, Tim Maroney, San-
dra Marra, Michael Marsicano, Christopher Martel, Jes-
se Martens, Robert Martie, Matt Martin, Scott Martin,
Tony Martin, Teresa Martinez, Marisa Martorana, Anna
Marynowska, Theodore Marzilli, Sona Mason, Mary
Anne Massey, Genevieve Mathis, Martin Mathis, Ken-
ton Matthaei, Maeve Maurer, Mary Mautner, Anders
and Carlene Maxwell, Dana Mayclim, Mary and Gay
Mayer, Sean Mayer, Suzanne Mayer, James Mays, Paul
Mazouat, Cathy Mazzella, Larry Mazzella, Robert Maz-
zola, David Mc Neeley, Thomas McBreen, John McCal-
ly, Melissa McCarter, Justin McCarthy, Bill McCaughey,
Mac McCaulley, Douglas McClure, Kevin McConnell,
Robert McCormick, James McCoy, Melissa McCutch-
eon, Thomas McCutcheon, Philip McDonald, Kevin
McGahren-Clemens, Margaret McGarrity, Mike Mc-
Gill, Margo McGilvrey, Thomas McGinley, Thomas Mc-
Glinchey, Camryn McGrath, Paul McGregor, Kevin
McGuinness, James McGuire, Matthew McGuire, Trish
McGuire, Robert McGuirl, W Barnabas McHenry, Esq.,
Alfred McKee, Nicholas McKenna, Tim & Marie McK-
enna, Kevin McKenzie, Melissa McKenzie, Maria Mc-
Laughlin, Anna McLellan, Phil McLewin, Susan Mc-
Lurg, Claire McMahon, Stephen McMillin, Cathy
McNamara, Donald K McNeil, Frank McNulty, Robert
McQueen, Kim Meacham, Gloria and David Meade,
Dylan Medici, Mario Medici, Lily Mehl, Madhavi Meh-
ta, Donato Meier, Suzanne Meier, James Meigs, Jennifer
Meikle, Bisrat Mekbeb, Juan Melli, Bill Melvin, Marlene
Memmer, Cody Mendoza, Lori Mendoza, Diane Men-
na, Eric S Menocal, David Ment, Daniel Mercurio,
Dominick Mercurio, Phyllis Merriam, Victor Merriam,
Michael Merritt and Hilary Wilder, Steve Merusi, Tim-
othy Messerich, Robert W Messerschmidt, Michael
Meyer, Peter Meyer, Allan Michelin, Erik Mickelson,
Mark Mielke, Alyssa Migliaccio, Brian Miglorino, Graig
Mihok, Tara Spear Mike Bousquet, Arlys Mikolay, Jack
Millelot, David Miller, David R Miller, Jessica Miller,
Michele Miller, Paul Miller, Caleigh Millette, Iliana and
Philip Mindlin, Chap Ming Yeung, Lawrence and Diane
Minkoff, Pauline Minners, Andrea Minoff, Seth Minsk,
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Louis Miraglia, Mauricio Miranda, William and Karen
Mishler, Brian Mitchell, Heather Mitchell, Kevin Mitch-
ell, Maia Mitchell, Robin Mitchell, Joe Mitosi, Yoko Mi-
yaoka, Chi and Lourdes Mo, Kate Mogulescu, Thomas
Mollitor, Louis Monaco, Monmouth County Park Sys-
tem, Robert Montague, Carolyn Montana, Montclair
State University Outdoors Club, Gregory Monteleone,
Chong Pal Moon, Annie Moore, Dick Moore, Eva
Moore, Patrick Moore, Peter Moore, Richard & Barbara
Moore, Edward Moran, John Moran, Charles Morgan,
George Morgan, Greg Morgan, Ken & Lindsay Morgan,
Ingrid and Michael Morley, Morris County Park Com-
mission, Chester Morris Jr., Mark Morris, Michael Mor-
ris, Peter Morris, Thomas Morrissey, Steven Mosenson,
Linda Moskin, David Moskowitz, Martin Moskowitz,
Joe Motisi, Brian Mott, James Mott, Lee Mott, Natasha
Mottola, Mike Motyka, Werner Mueller, Vincent
Mufferi, Julia Muino, Brian Mullan, George Muller, Phil
Mulligan, Keith Mulvihill, George Munger, Tim Mun-
zer, Melissa Murgittroyd, Chris Murphy, Doug Murphy,
John Murphy, Kathy Murphy, Patrick Murphy, Terry
Murphy, Musconetcong Mountain Conservancy, James
Musella Jr., George Muser, Steven Mustacchi, Douglas J
Myer, Pete Myers, Joe Naham, Samuel Napolitan, Nate
Nardi-Cyrus, Nassau Hiking and Outdoor Club, Ade-
line Natiello, Alexander Nayfeld, Trevor Nederlof, Russ
Nee, Michael Needleman, Bruce Neely, Richard Neely,
G Gail Neflinger, Emily Negersmith, Chris Neighbor,
Christopher Neilson, Caitlin Lynch, Holly Nelson, Nel-
sonville Greenway Committee, Carol Nestor, Paul Neu-
man, New Jersey Forty Plus Hiking Club, New Jersey
Search and Rescue Inc., New York Alpine Club, New
York City Audubon Society, Inc., New York Ramblers,
James Newell, Charles Newman, Roger Ng, Mr. Shui-
Kei Ng, Ariane Nick, William Nicolaro, Nicole Nicole
Rodriguez, Cynthia Nikitin, Eugene Nikitin, Hiroyuki
Nishide, Yukiko Nishide, Glen Nison, Andre Nizzari,
NJBG/Skylands Association Inc, James Nolan, Kathleen
Nolan, Mike Noon, Kathleen Nord, Mark Nordyke,
Chris Norris, David Northcutt, Valerie Northcutt, Ed-
ward Norton, Larry and Rachel Norton, chris novell,
Brian Nunes-Vais, Maryann Nunes-Vais, Kai Nybro,
Henry Nye, Donnell Oakley, Edward T. and Barbara
O’Brien, Sol Ochs, Wolfgang Ocker, James O’Connell,
Jack O’Connor, Devin ODonnell, William O’Donnell,
Sean O’Dwyer, Kirk O’Ferrall, Onome Ofoman, Tom
Oggeri, Kyle O’Grady, Patricia O'Hara, Robin O'Hearn,
Douglas Ohlandt, Raido Oja, Amanda O’Lear, Mark
O’Leary, Glenn Oleksak, Jimi Oleksiak, Jamie Olexson,
Brenda Olson, Patricia O’'Malley, Peter O’Malley, Tak
Omura, Mark Ondov, Christine O’Neill, Linda Oniki,
David S Orentreich, Jules Orkin, Maria Ortiz, Pete Or-
tiz, Viola Ortiz and James F Kenny, William Orton,
Christine Osborn, Hank Osborn, Jefferson C Osborn,
Lourdes Osorio, Joshua Ossen, Cliff Ossman, Fred Ost,
Garrett Oster, Joanne Ostrander, Ann O’Sullivan. Esg,
Robert Ougheltree, Outdoors Club, Inc., Overlay main-
tainer, Mirav Ozeri, Donald Pachner, Danielle Pack-Mc-
Carthy, Frank Genna and Deborah Padula-Genna,
Robert Palmeri, John Palmiotto, Carol Pamm, Michael
Pantliano, John Papirio, Bob Papp, Boon-Jong Park,
Eun (Ann) Park, Les Parker, Lars Parker-Meyers, Patty
Lee Parmalee, Kevin & Sarah Parmeland, Dean & Lisa
Parmiter, Susan Parson, Michael Pashley, Paul Paster-
nak, Khushbu Patel, Glenn Patterson, Rob Patterson,
Miriam Patton, Jon Patton, Thom Patton, Reid Paul,
J.C. Peeples, Guy Peifer, Gerald Pellegrino, Ellie Pelleti-
er, Jason Pelton, Dennis Percher, Guy Percival, Marian
Perez, Jacqueline Perine, Stephanie Perkins, George P
Perkinson, Eric Perlmutter, Steven Perlstein, Terrance
Perna, Karen and Mark Perreault, Mary Perro, Charles
Perry, Lena Petersen, Sudha Petluri, John Petrone,
Snapper Petta, Joseph Petti, William Pettit, Chris Petty,
Madeline Phelan, Margaret Phelan, Mary Phelan, Elisa
Phemayotin, Bruce Phillips, Kori Phillips, Liza Phillips,
Margaret Phillips, William Phillips, Zachary Pickens,
Sean Pidgeon, Thomas Pignone, Richard Pillar, Caroli-
na Pimentel, Joel Pinsker, James Piombino, Lauren Pip-
erno, ]acquelyn Pisano, Jessica Pisano, George Pitcher,
Kathleen Plachy, William Plachy, Terry Platz, Lori Plu-
ta, Priscilla Pogact, Larry Pohl, Ralph Pollard, Peter
Polukort, Catherine Poluzzi, Adrienne Popko, Janyce
Portalatin, Kathryn Porter, Brenda Posner, Ken Posner,
Kenneth A Posner, Christopher Post, Anne Powley, Su-
san Predl, Jessica Prekel, Jane Prendergast, Andrew
Press, Ken Press, Peter Preston, Chris Prier, Tom Priest,
Erik Prince, Jayne Pritchard, Proactive - Adventure,
Health & Wellness, Richard Proce, George ] Prokopiak,
Joseph Proscia, Protect Our Wetlands, Water & Woods
(POWWW), Charles Pugh, Peter Punzi, Susan Puretz,
Clarence Putman, Brendan Pytka, John Querrazzi, Su-
san Quinn, Peter Quinones, Pam Quintana, Ryan
Raaum, Froman Rabson, Martha Rabson, Kevin Rader,
Tanya Radford, Joseph Radigan, Rebecca Radtke, Vicki
and Charles Raeburn, Jesse Raiford, John William Rai-
ford, Joe Raiola, Lawrence Randall, Leslie Rapparlie,
Stephen Rapsas, Jeft Raskin, John Rasmus, David Ratti,
Elizabeth Raum, Werner Rausch, Beth Ravit, Jacob

Rawdin, Amber Ray, Darielle Rayner, Michael Rea,
Donald Recklies, Leo Redmond III, John Redstone,
Seth Reichlin, John Reichman, J. Michael Reidy, Quint
Reiff, David Reilly, Peter Reiner, Michael Reingold, Da-
vid Reisfield, Ben Reisner, Robert Reiss, Steve Reiss,
Colton Reitzes, Rob Rex, Christopher Reyling, Joseph
Reynolds, Paul Reynolds, Richard Reynolds, Ann Rice,
Carol Rice, Katharine Rice, Eric Richter, William Ricot-
tone, Peyton Riegel, Michael Risco, Andris Ritenis, Beth
Ritter-Guth, Darlene Rivais, Eric Rivas, Marie Rivera,
Ana Rivera-Fisher, Scott Rivers, Michael Roberts, Rich-
ard Roberts, Clement Robertshaw, Douglas H Robins,
Cliff Robinson Jr., Clinton Robinson, Justin Robinson,
Kassidy Robinson, Paul Robinson, T] Robinson, Jorge
Robles, Philip Robson, Suzanne Rocheleau, Rock Lodge
Club, Laurance Rockefeller, Richard Rockwell, Audrey
Roco, Benjamin Roderick, David Rodgers, Andrew Ro-
driguez, Anthony Rodriguez, Joseph Rodriguez, John
Roebig, William Roehrig, Hope Rogers, William Rog-
ers, Linda Rohleder, Christopher Rokos, David Rolle,
Daniel Roman, Karen Roman, Myra Romano, Michael
Romeo, Constancia Romilly, Robert Ronsini, Mike
Roper, Sara Rose Monahan, Karen Rose, Ronald Rosen,
Winter Rosen, Adam Rosenberg, Edward Rosenbloom,
Brad Rosenkrantz, Jonathan Rosenthal, Ruth Rosen-
thal, Carol Ross, Karen Ross, Robert Ross, Jennifer and
Francesco Rossi, Colleen Roth, Elliot Rothchild, Kevin
Rothman, Judy Rothstein, Margaret Scafati Roukema,
John Rovetto, Westtts Roving Trail Crew, Phyllis Row-
ley, Scott Rowley, Andrew Rowney, Elizabeth Roy, RPH
Cabin Volunteers, Mike Rubbo PhD, Jackie Rubenack-
er, Belinda Rubino, Kenneth Rubino, Joel Rudin, Rene
Ruel, Elizabeth Ruiz-Gomez, Lori Ruschman, Tina
Rushfield, John Rushman, Stanley Rusin Jr., Steven
Russ, Joe Ruyack, Lisa Ruyack, Theresa Ryan, Colin
Sabol, Sheilah Sachs, Bryan Sachse, Zoe Sady, Joseph
Sahl, Brian Sahotsky, Edward Saiff, SAJ - Society for the
Advancement of Judaism, Peter Salmansohn, Sam Sal-
mirs, Michelle Samuels, Peter Sanborn, Saily Sanchez,
Jade Sancho-Duser, Lamberto Santos, Kenn Sapeta,
Kathleen Saradarian, Eileen Sassmann, Sassquad Trail
Running, Gunvor Satra, Roger Sauer, Richard Savino,
Susan Savino, Philip Savoie, Raymond Savoie, Shereen
Sayre, William Sayre, Josephine Scalia, Brian and Gail
Scanlan, Victor Scelzo, Natalie Schad, Jim Schaller,
Kristen Schara, James Scharfenberger, Erwin Schaub,
Irene Scheid, Ed Schellhase, Susan Scher, Keith Scherer,
Brett Schildkraut, James Schlegel, Michael Schleifer,
Dan Schmidt, Kate Schmidt, Gabriele K Schmitt, Tom
Schmitt, Arthur Schneider, Fred Schneider, Robert
Schneider, Erika Schneider-Smith, Dan Schniedewind,
Linda Schoenberg, Fred Scholl, Sharon Schoonmaker,
Alice Schori, Tamar Schrager, Marilyn Schroeder, Erik
Schryver, Paul and Peggy Schubert, Melanie Schuck,
Jessica Schuler, Noel Schultz, Noel Schulz, Christin
Schumacher, Dr. William Schuster, Luise Schwabe,
Norman Schwartz, Peter Schwartz, Glenn Schweizer,
Steve Schwinn, Daniel Sclafani, George Scott, Patrice
and Charles Scully, Lorraine Seach, Warren Seamans,
Robert Segal, Stephen Segna, Keith Seidenberg and El-
len Wald, Andrew Seirup, Kris Seiz, Michael Selender,
Jacqueline Sellin, Roben Seltzer, Richard Seminara, Lee
Semonsky, Jeffrey Senterman, Giacomo Servetti, John A
Seuberth, Keith Shane, Dan Shapley, Sushma Sharma,
Dennis Shea, Kathleen Shea, Al Shehadi, Adam Shelby,
William Sheldon, Martin Shenkman, Eric and Karen
Shepard, Peter Sheperd, Anthony Sherin, Donna Sher-
man, Sara Sherrer, Kyle Sherry, Alyce Sherwood, Ann
Sherwood, Don Sherwood, Jennifer Sherwood, Scott
Sherwood, April Shiau, Lisa Shields DeRuvo, Stephanie
Shih, Robert Shoemaker, Cherryll Short, Jack Shuart,
Jane Shufer, Christopher Shughrue, Stephen Shuler, Ju-
lia Sibley, Steve Siegard, Richard E Siegelman, allen sil-
ber, Elaine Silverstein, Paul Silverstein, Jessica Simao,
Michael Simko, Karen Simmons, William Simmons,
Heather Simon-Buonocore, Matthew Simonelli, Andre
Simonyi, Dave Simpson, James Simpson, Kevin Simp-
son, Rabindra Singh, Antonio Sini, Melissa Sinka, Greg
Sipple, Michael Siudy, Marianne Skeen, Robert Sklar,
John Slechta, Patti Slobogin, Nancy Slowik, Electra
Small, Brandon Smith, Carl Smith, Catherine Smith,
Cynthia Smith, Fred W Smith, Geordan Smith, Gregory
Smith, Kaitlin Smith, Kevin Smith, Matt Smith, William
Smith, Robert Smolarek, David Snider, Karl Soehnlein,
Doug Sohn, Anna Sokolski, John Soltes, Sunil Somal-
war, Somers Land Trust, Julia Somers, Morgan Som-
merville, Lourdes Sonera, Mike and Peggy Sormani,
Will Soter, South Mountain Conservancy Inc., South-
ampton Trails Preservation Society, Furkan Sozen, Tara
Spear, Lori Spechler, Ron Spechler, Malcolm Spector,
Josh Spencer, Thyra Sperry, Robert Spicer, Peter Spiel-
vogel, Michael Spiridakis, Ed Spirko, Joe Spivack, David
Spiwak, Marie Spiwak, Gaetano Sponzilli, Al Spooner,
Kyle Sprenger, Howard Sprink, Kay Spurlock, Marilyn
St. John, Rich Stalzer, Kevin Stamey, Michael Starkey,
Andrew Starr, Victor Starsky Jr., Dave Startzell, David
Startzell, Lisa Staryak, Joanne Steele, Christi Steinbach,
Alyssa Steinberger, Carl Steiniger, Lenore Steinmetz,

William Steinmetz, Eleanor Sterling, Connie Stern,
Fred Stern, Jennifer Stern, Daniel Steven Richardson,
Matt Stevens, Donna Stewart, Peter Stoj, Jason Stone,
John Stoughton, Raina Stoutenburg, Shannon Stowell,
Ingrid Strauch, Jacob Strauss, Jacqueline Strigl, Bernard
Stringer, Diane Stripe, Anthony Stropoli, Steve Struble,
David Stuhr, Marek Stycos, Linda Suarez, Lucy Subha-
siriwatana, Mark Sudak, Judith Joan Sullivan, Esq.,
Nancy Sullivan, Sean Sullivan, Terry Sullivan, Jan Sum-
mers, Richard Sumner, Tracy Sun, Sundance Outdoor
Adventure Society, Glenn Sungela, Phillip Surico, Leslie
Surprenant, David Sutter, John H Swanson, Lynn Swan-
son, Nancy Swanson, Eric Sween, Cathie Swyka, Chris
Synol, Janus Szczepanski, Monika Szumski, Laura Sz-
wak, Howard Tabor, Kathleen Tabor, Bill and Linda
Taggart, Chris Takacs, Robert Tamas, Deborah Tangen,
Stephen Tannberg, Kenneth & Gretchen Tardell, Paul
Tarlowe, Christopher Tausch, Paul Taxter, Adam Taylor,
Christina Taylor, Meredith Taylor, Rick Taylor, Teatown
Lake Reservation, Phyllis Teitelbaum and Anthony
Lunn, Tenafly Nature Center Association, JoAnne Ten-
zer, Naomi Tepper, William Test, Stephen Testa, Bruce
Thaler, The Nature Place Day Camp, Mary Kate Thees-
feld, William Theesfeld, Barbro Thelemark, Thendara
Mountain Club, Anthony Thesing, Christine Thisted,
Alan Thompson, Jeffrey Thompson, Maya Thompson,
Denise Thomson, J. Bruce and Beverly Thomson, Judy
Thurmond, John Tidona, John Tifft, Orrin Tilevitz, Pe-
ter Tilgner and Suzan Gordon, Shelby Timm, David
Timmer, Loretta Tito, Andrew Tokash, Christopher To-
lis, Nancy Tollefson, Jade Tollis, David Toman, Joyce
Tomaselli, Johanna Tomik, Peter Tooke, Patricia
Topornycky, Abba Tor, Ernest G Tornincasa, Johanna
Toth, Town of Lewisboro, Trail Dames, Inc, Theresa
Trapp, Carol Traver, Mark Traver, Patrick Travis, Eliza-
beth R.A. Triano, Tiffany Tribbitt and John Zoller, Jose
Trinidad, Donald Tripp, TriState Ramblers, Gary Tro-
sclair, Alex Truncale, Frank Trusheim, Michelle Tuor-
to-Collins, Frank Turano, Mike Turano, Denise Turner,
Carlo Vaccari, Alicia Vaccaro, Anthony Vaccaro, Mi-
chelle Vakman, Rick Valdes, Valley Stream Hiking Club,
Jennifer Van Alstine, Jim Van Alstine, Daniel Van En-
gel, Lynne Van Engel, Amee van Harrant, Janine Van
Niekerk, Susara Van Niekerk, Dr. James Van Tassell,
John Vanni, Kathleen Vanni, Jamison Varley, Carol
Venezia, Abram Vermeulen, Jennifer Vestal, Gene
Vidal, Mary Ann Villari, Gianni Villegas, Dick Vincent,
Christine Visconti, Richard Vislocky, Irene Voce, Brad
Vogel, Russ Voigtlaender, Fred Volk, Victoria Von
Frank, Philip Vondra, Douglas Vorolief, Tanya Voytus,
Andrew Wacht, Paul Waclawski, Donald Wade, Cindy
Wagner, Ernest Wagner, Daniela Wagstaff, Kim Wald-
hauer, David G Walker, Lyn Walker, Susan Walker,
Giovanna Wall, William Wall IT, Edward Walsh Sr., Paul
Walsh, Tom Walsh, Don Walter, Megan Wang, Robert
Ward, Dirk Wareham, Kirk Wareham, Warren County
Board of Recreation Commissioners, Warren County
Parks Foundation, Barbara Warren, David Warren,
Brett & Gemini Watanabe, Bethia Waterman, David
Watson, Demetrius Watson, Patricia Watson, David
Webber, Erica Webber, Craig Weber, Edwin Weber, Tra-
vis Weber, Daniel Wechsler, Nathan Weeks, Richard
Weiler, Alex Weinberg, Stan Weingast, Susan Weingast,
Georgette Weir, Mark Weis, Carl Weisbecker, Stana
Weisburd, Don Weise, Mary Weisenbacher, Lisa V
Weismiller, Karl Weiss, Shawn Weiss, Steven Weissman,
Mia Wendell DiLallo, Allison Werberg, Leopold Wer-
berg, Debbie West, Mary Ann West, Lissa Westbrook,
Westchester Mountain Bike Association, Westchester
Trails Association, Mike Westhelle, Christian Wettre,
Lanny Wexler, Kenneth Whalen, Richard Whalen, Ar-
thur White, Danielle White, Ellen White, Tom White,
Blair Whiteford, Chris Whitney, Edward B Whitney
and Martha Howell, James Whitney Jr., Matthew Whit-
tle, Laura and Stanley Wiegand, Mayer Wiesen, Stephen
Wiessner, Tim Wilbert, Suzanne Wilder, Radka Wildo-
va, Roy Williams, Tricia Williams, Eric Williamson,
Gary Willick, Juanita Wilsey, Edmund Wilson, Jenna
Wilson, Steve Wilson, Gary Wiltshire, Bruce Winant
and Kristin Reeves, Raymond Winchcombe, Ryan P
Windess, Bill Winter, William Winterbottom, metal
winters, Barry Wittlin, Helene Wittmershaus, Lois
Whek, Ed and Gail Wojciechowski, Sharon Wolf, Aaron
Wolfe, Andrew Wong, Hanson Wong, Neil Woodworth,
Nicole Wooten, Patsy Wooters, Roy Wooters, Alan
Worner, WPR Trail Crew, Nicole Wright, Walt Wright,
Tom Wroth, Helen Wu, Mathias Wuethrich, Jeftrey
Wund, Stephanie Wykstra, Mark Wynne, Garrett Yank-
ou, Rochelle Yankwitt, Jennifer Yates, Chin Yeh, Eileen
Yin, Lindsay Yoder, Amanda Yohay, Kaleb Yohay, Ed-
ward Young, Michael Young, Dennis Yurcik, Kim Yur-
cik, Jennifer Zack, Dr. Kenneth Zadeck, Jim Zajac, Lyd-
ia and Jack Zakim, Noah Zakim, Christopher Zambell,
Heather Zanoni, Benjamin Zax, Chris Zeller, Robert
Zeto, Yu Zhao, John D Zidik, H. Neil Zimmerman,
Ryan Zimmerman, Nicole Zonsius, Steve Zubarik, Ed-
ward Zubrowski, Henry Zulauf, Martin Zumsteg, Pete
Zuroff, Mark Zustovich, Wendy Zweig, Joseph Zysman



nynjtc.org

TRAIL WALKER ¢ NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY TRAIL CONFERENCE

Winter 2022 | 15

Crowdsourced Maps: How
and When to Use Them

PETER DOLAN
AND PHIL
HEIDELBERGER

The most important part of
having a safe, enjoyable trail
experience is being prepared.
When you're heading into the
woods, that means having reli-
able navigation. These days, we
are blessed with an abundance
of navigation resources: In
addition to traditional paper
maps, there are online hike de-
scriptions, guide books, trail-
head kiosks, downloadable
park maps, interactive Avenza
Maps app maps, and a mul-
titude of outdoor recreation
apps. With all these options,
it can be hard to know which
ones to use or trust.

Some of these resources are
curated, meaning that they are
created by an authority or ex-
pert organization. Others are
crowdsourced, meaning that
anybody—regardless of their
experience or expertise—can
contribute information about
an experience. Both types of
resources are valuable, but it’s
important to know when and
how to use each one. Especial-
ly in the New York-New Jersey
area, where trail networks are
sometimes quite complex, cu-
rated information is an espe-
cially important resource. The
table shown here can help you
decide which resource to use
and when to use it.

To elaborate on the dis-
cussion surrounding crowd-
sourced trail information,
were sharing the advice of
Scott Fitterman. Scott is an ex-
perienced outdoorsman and a
Search and Rescue (SAR) team
member, which has given him
both personal and professional
experience with different nav-
igation resources. Below Scott
talks about his personal expe-
riences with the relative ben-
efits and challenges of crowd-
sourced trail information.

Since I wear a uniform,
I’'m often approached
by hikers asking me for
directions during our search
and rescue drills. The first
thing I always ask is what
they’re using to navigate.
More often than not they
are solely relying on a
crowdsourced hiking app on
their phone such as AllTrails
or Hiking Project.

Don’t get me wrong,
I think crowdsourced
hiking apps are an excellent
resource. I use them all the
time as a launchpad for
route planning. I can search
for the highest-rated hikes
in an area that I've never
been to, read trail reviews,
find routes that are a certain
length or have a certain
elevation change, read about
common errors people
make on the trail so I can
avoid them, and take note of

CURATED INFORMATION CROWDSOURCED INFORMATION

Examples » Published maps and books » Apps like AllTrails or Hiking Project
from organizations like the Trail » Website forums or comment sections
Conference » Social media
» Official park maps
» Trailhead kiosks

Pros Highlight official and maintained Allow for discussion, commentary,
routes. Reliable and authoritative and an understanding of different
sources of objective information. experiences. Good sources of subjective

information or “breaking news.”

Cons May not always include subjective May have inaccurate, incomplete, or
information about specific outdated information. User-submitted
experiences. While regularly data can sometimes lead people to
updated, they may not always have dangerous, non-existent, or illegal
information on “breaking news” like | trail routes. May include confusing
trail hazards or recent relocations. information, such as calling a loop hike

made up of different trails and blaze
colors a single “trail”

Map Detail | Curated maps, such as the Trail In AllTrails, for example, the hike of
Conference’s maps, typically show interest is highlighted and the map
the entire network of trails within may include other trails in a park;

a park, complete with trail names, however, they are not typically labeled
blaze colors, points of interest, and with trail names, blaze colors, or
often distances. distances.

all the cool viewpoints and
points of interest.

However, as beneficial
as crowdsourced hiking
apps are, people seem
unaware of the potential
for getting lost or injured
when using them as their
only means of navigating.
Crowdsourced hiking data
is just that—unvetted tracks
from anonymous hikers.
[See sidebar below for more
information.]

What people call a “trail”
might be a combination of
established blazed trails and
unmarked trails or herd
paths. Those unmarked
trails that were easy to

A Further
Note About
AllTrails

When researching this
article, volunteer Phil
Heidelberger reached out to
AllTrails for clarification on
two topics that have led to
confusion for hikers: inaccu-
racies in trail data, and the
app’s offline capabilities.

Inaccurate Information
When asked about incorrect
trail information appearing
on AllTrails, a customer
service representative for
AllTrails said that all “trails”
that you see in AllTrails are
considered “verified routes”
that are hand-curated. These
appear as the thick red lines
on trail pages, which some-
times contributes to the
confusion—the route may be
mistaken for one trail when
in reality it is several indi-
vidually named and blazed

follow during the summer
might be impossible to
follow after the leaves fall
in autumn. Tracks recorded
on phones and watches can
also be wildly inaccurate
depending on signal
strength, weather, where
the device was kept while
hiking, and app settings.
Higher skill-level hikers
might traverse dangerously
steep terrain, putting you
at risk for injury. Another
hiker’s easy hike might

be much more difficult

to you. Hikers may even
unwittingly cut across
private property, putting
you at risk as well. Luckily,

trails. The representative
stated that the company’s
goal “is that every trail on
AllTrails has an accurate,
hand-curated verified route”
When asked for clarification
regarding their verification
process, an AllTrails repre-
sentative stated that their
“team uses official maps,
movement data, reviews, trail
resources on the internet,
other mapping apps to
compare, and a few other
methods to verify trails” In-
accurate information can be
reported to AllTrails via the
Suggest Edit button found on
trail pages.

Meanwhile, “the black and
blue dashed lines that you
see on the AllTrails map type
come directly from Open-
StreetMap—a collaborative
mapping project which offers
a free editable map of the
world,” the representative
said. If you see inaccuracies
on these trails, AllTrails
recommends using OSM’s

there are ways to mitigate
these risks to avoid a call to
SAR for a rescue.

Even if you use a
crowdsourced hiking app,
we advise also using at
least one navigation app
with maps created by GIS

professionals whose primary

concern is accuracy. Apps
like Avenza, which give you
access to both free and paid
accurate maps with blazed

trails, such as those from the

Trail Conference, are a no-
brainer. Apps like Gaia can
bring all the functionality
of a dedicated GPS device
right to your phone. Keep
in mind that if you look at

online platform to edit these
trail segments so that the
changes will be reflected in
their database as well.

For these reasons, we
recommend that you always
compare crowdsourced
information with curated,
official trail information.
For example, Trail Con-
ference maps are built
on more than 85 years of
mapping experience and are
prepared by a professional
cartographer with a team of
trusted volunteers and staff.
These researchers walk the
trails tracking where a new
trail was added and where
significant trail relocations
took place. Maps are also
reviewed by park managers
before publication to ensure
accuracy.

Offline Capabilities
AllTrails has a “pro” version,
which currently costs about
$30 per year, as well as a
free version. With the Pro

your screen often during
your hike it could kill
your battery. Charge your
phone before you hike and
always carry a charged
portable battery charger as
well. [Editor’s note: Some
apps, such as Avenza and
AllTrails, do not require cell
service for GPS navigation.
Check the app to see if you
can use it in Airplane Mode
to further save battery life.]

Learn how to use a
hardcopy map and compass
to navigate and carry them
as a backup. It is a tried and
true method of navigating
that you can count on when
you lose your phone or GPS
device or your batteries die.
There are many books and
online videos to learn on
your own, or you can take
an in-person class.

Hike established blazed
loop trails with the
confidence that the trail is
well-marked and will both
start and end at the same
location. This will help you
avoid getting stranded in
the dark by underestimating
when to turn back and
then having to navigate
turns at trail intersections.
Your worst case is to slowly
continue on the same trail
until you arrive back at the
start.

Crowdsourced hiking
apps can help make the
most of the time you spend
enjoying the outdoors
hiking. They are an excellent
tool but should always be
used in conjunction with
professionally accurate maps
and trail data to reduce
the chances of getting lost
or hurt so you can hike
another day.

version, you can download
any AllTrails map onto the
AllTrails app on your phone
for no additional charge.
Then when you are on the
trail, your exact location

on the map is shown using
the phone’s GPS capabili-
ties (cellular service is not
required). This is similar to
downloading and then using
a Trail Conference app map
on Avenza Maps.

With the free version of
AllTrails, you can view maps
on the AllTrails website
and app, but the AllTrails
representative confirmed
that “free users are unable to
download maps for oftline
use. Therefore if they lose
service they will likely be
unable to see the map layers
on AllTrails once they do.
They would continue to see
their GPS location, and can
still record their activity
in Navigator, but the maps
themselves may become
blurry or not load at all”
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Improved, Rebranded Northern New
Jersey Highlands Trails Maps Are Here

JEREMY APGAR
CARTOGRAPHER

In 1974, the Trail Conference
produced its second official
map, covering the Wyanok-
ies, which later was expanded
into our popular North Jersey
Trails map set. More than 45
years later, this map is now
in its 13th edition, and it has
been completely revised and
rebranded as Northern New
Jersey Highlands Trails. Re-
built from the ground up, this
map is basically a brand new
map and the most
significant update

to these maps in

nearly 15 vyears,

with an expansion

to a four-map set

instead of just two

maps, a major in-

crease in scale, addi-

tion of trail mileage

numbers, a new map

showing more of the

Appalachian  Trail,
and many more im-
provements.

This four-map set
now features more
than 360 miles of
marked trails in the
northern Highlands
region of New Jer-
sey, including more
than 30 miles of the Appa-
lachian Trail and nearly 40
miles of the Highlands Trail.
More than 40 parks and pre-
serves are featured, including
Abram S. Hewitt State Forest,
Long Pond Ironworks State
Park, Norvin Green State For-
est, Pequannock Watershed,

The new Northern New Jersey Highlands Trails map set has been expanded to include four maps. It
features significant updates to the trail networks it covers, making it essential for your N.J. adventures!

Ramapo
Mountain
State Forest,
Ramapo Val-
ley County
Reservation,
Ringwood
State  Park,
Wallkill
River Na-
tional Wild-
life Refuge,
and Wawayanda State Park.
Among the major improve-
ments to this new map are:
o A brand new title replaces
the former North Jersey Trails
name to better highlight the
actual coverage area.
« The scale is increased by 33%
to improve the clarity of these
popular trail networks, which

Our map combo offers
all of our high-quality
Trail Conference

maps at a discount
(members get an
additional discount).
Save big on shipping
charges!

Find it on our online
store under Combos.

HIKERS' MARKETPLACE

GO PLACES WITH TRAIL MAPS AND
BOOKS FROM THE TRAIL CONFERENCE

Get the complete set of trail
maps at one great, low price!

VISIT nynjtc.org/shop
OR CALL 201-512-9348

Find all of our publications and select trail guides from
others at nynjtc.org, and get your member discount!

has also required expanding
from a 2-map set to a 4-map
set.

o Detailed junction-to-
junction trail mileage num-
bers are on the map front (a
very popular request!).

o A new inset map shows the
Appalachian Trail between
High Point State Park and Po-
chuck Boardwalk.

o Trails have been completely
redrawn with the latest data.
The 360-plus miles of marked
trails is an increase of more
than 80 miles compared to the
previous edition.

o Upwards of 75 miles of trail
updates for trail additions and
changes completed recently by
Trail Conference volunteers
are included.

o New 20-foot elevation con-
tour lines and a completely
revised basemap of up-to-date
roads, lakes, streams, park
boundaries, and other features
were used.

« Enlarged inset maps of sever-
al popular areas are included.

o Orientation has been
changed to put north straight
up, consistent with our adja-
cent maps.

« The set features several addi-
tional parks and trails, includ-
ing Highlands Preserve, Nancy
Conger West Brook Preserve,
Old Mill Woodlands, and
Ramapo Mountain Preserve.

« Several birding hotspots were
added with assistance from the
Saw Mill River Audubon.

Reflections
Now Available

As pre-announced in the
previous Trail Walker,

our new Reflections book
in celebration of our
Centennial arrived in
October and is available to
order at nynjtc.org/shop.

This new book documents

a century of our volunteer-
powered conservation and
stewardship legacy. Printed
in full color with photos

Major
improvements
include:

» New title

» Expansion to 4 maps

» Major 33% increase in
scale

» Detailed trail mileage
numbers

» New A.T. Corridor map
» Completely redrawn
trails

» 75 miles of trail updates
» New detailed contour
lines

» Additional parks and
trails

» Addition of birding
hotspots

» More viewpoint stars

« More viewpoint stars, park-
ing areas, and points of inter-
est are now included.

All maps feature trail mile-
age numbers, 20-foot elevation
contour lines, woods roads
and unmaintained trails, park-
ing areas and public transpor-
tation, viewpoints, waterfalls,
shelters and campsites, mines
and other points of interest,
and UTM gridlines. The map
backs include a complete trail
index with blaze details and
total trail mileage, as well as
park contact information, his-
tory, and regulations.

This new Northern New

documenting the full history
of the Trail Conference,

Jersey Highlands Trails map
set is the most comprehensive
and accurate map yet of this
vast area of trails and parks
in the northern Highlands of
New Jersey. It is now available
in print format in vibrant col-
or on our popular waterproof,
tear-resistant Tyvek by shop-
ping online at www.nynjtc.
org. Itis also available in digital
format on Apple and Android
devices through the Avenza
Maps app, including as a com-
prehensive app map that com-
bines the four primary section
maps. Learn more about our
popular GPS-enhanced maps
at www.nynjtc.org/pdfmaps.

Built on more than 85 years
of mapping experience, Trail
Conference maps are your
source for reliable trail infor-
mation in the New York-New
Jersey metropolitan region.
These maps are Made by the
People Who Build the Trails
and are regularly updated with
changes to the trails. Sales of
these maps directly support
our organization’s efforts to
keep the trails open and safe
for all to enjoy.

Special thanks to volunteer
project manager Daniel Chazin
and all the volunteers and park
partners who helped produce
this significant map revision!
The map was also produced
with support from Storm King
Adventure Tours, a proud sup-
porter of our volunteers.

this is a must-have book

for those who want to learn
the story behind the Trail
Conference and the people
who have led our century of
passion for the trails.

We wish to thank volunteer
book author Ron Dupont for
his outstanding work,
volunteer project manager

Jane Daniels for her dedi-

cation, and so many other
volunteers and contributors
who helped to shape this

special Centennial book.
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